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T TEAL TH xo great Gloster — ^from a man 
•^ -^ unknown. 

Who holds thy health as dearly as his own^ 
Accept this greeting — nor let modeft fear 
Call up one maiden bluih — I mean not, here 
To wound with flatt'ry — 'tis a Villain's art, 
And fuits not with the franknefs of my heart. 
Truth bed becomes an Orthodox Divine, 
And, fpite of hell, that Charafter is mine; 
To fpeak e'en bitter truths I cannot fear ; 
But truth, my Lcrdt is Panegyric here, 

a Health 
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Health to great Gloster — ^nor, thro' love of eafc. 
Which all Priefts love, let this addrefs difpleafc. 
I afk no favour, riot one note I crave. 
And, when this bufy brain refts in the grave, 
(For till that time it never can have reft) 
I will not trouble you with one bequeft. 
Some humbler Friend, my mortal journey done. 
More near in blood, a Nephew or a Son, 
In that dread hour Executor FU leave ; 
For I, alas ! have many to receive. 
To give but little — To great Gloster HeaUb ; 
Nor let thy true and proper love of wealth 
Here take a falfe alarm — in purfe though poor. 
In fpirit Fm right proud, nor can endure 
The mention of a bribe — thy pocket's free, 
I, tho* a Dedicator, fcorn a fee. 
Let thy own offspring all thy fortunes (hare j 
I would not Allen rob, nor Allen's heir. 

Think not, a Thought unworthy thy great foul. 
Which pomps of this world never could controul. 
Which never ofFer'd up at Pow'r's vain jfhrine. 
Think not that Pomp and Pow'r can work on mine. 
'Tis not thy Name, though that indeed is great, 
•Tis not the tinfel trumpery of ftate, 

Tis 
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Tis not thy Title, Doftor tho* thou art, 
*Tis not thy Mitre, which hath won my heart. ^ 
State is a farce. Names are but empty Things, 
Degrees are bought, and, by miftaken kings. 
Titles are oft mifplac*d 5 Mitres, which Ihine 
So bright in other eyes, are dull in mine, 
Ujilels fet off by Virtue ; who deceives 
Under the facred fandlion of Lawn-Jkevesy 
Enhances guilt, commits a double fin ; j 
So fair without, and yet {o foul within- 
'Tis not thy outward form, thy eafy mein. 
Thy fweet complacency, thy brow ferene. 
Thy open front, thy Love-commanding eye. 
Where fifty Cupids, as in ambufli, lie. 
Which can from fixty to fixteen impart 
The force of Love, and point his blunted dart ; 
*Tis not thy Face, tho' that by Nature's made 
An index to thy foul, tho' there difplay'd 
We fee thy mind at large, and thro' thy (kin 
Peeps out that Courtefy which dwells within ; 
'Tis not thy Birth — for that is low as mine. 
Around our heads no lineal glories ftiine— • 
But what is Birth, when, to delight mankind. 
Heralds can make thofe arms they cannot find ; 
When Thou art to Thyfelf, thy Sire unknown, 
A Whole, Welch Genealogy Alone ? 



IV 
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No, 'tis thy iiward Man, thy proper Worthy 

Thy right juft Eftimation here on earth. 

Thy Life and Doftrine uniformly join'd. 

And flowing from that wholfomc fource thy mind. 

Thy known contempt of Pcrfecution's rod. 

Thy Charity for 'Man, thy Love of God, 

Thy Faith in Chrift, fo well approved 'mongft men. 

Which now give life, and utterance to my pen. 

Thy Virtue, not thy Rank, demands my lays ; 

'Tis not the Bifhop, but the Saint I praife. 

Raised by that Theme, I foar on wings more ftrong, ^ 

And burlt forth into praife with-held too long. 

Much did I wifli, e'en whilft I kept thofe fticep, 
"Which, for my curfe, I was ordain'd to keep ; 
Ordain'd, alas ! to keep thro' need, not choice, 
Thofe Iheep which never heard their fhephcrd's voice. 
Which did not know, yet would not learn their way. 
Which ftray'd themfelves, yet griev'd that I fliould , 

ftray, 
Thofe Iheep,* which my good Father (on his bier 
Let filial duty drep the pious tear) 
Kept well, yet fta,rv'd himfelf, e'en at that time, 
Whilft I was pure, and innocent of rime, 
Whilft, facred DullncTs ever in my view. 
Sleep at my bidding crept from pew to pew. 
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Much did I wifh, tho* little could I hope, 

A Friend in him, who was the Friend of Pope. 

His haiid, faid I, my youthful fteps fliall guide, 
And lead me fafe where thoufands fall befide 5 
His Temper, his Experience fhall controul, ^ 
And hufti to peace the tcmpeft of my foul ; 
His Judgment teach me, from the Critic fchool. 
How not to err, .and how to err by rule ; 
Inftrudt me, mingling profit with delight. 
Where Pope was wrong, where Shakespeare was 

not right ; 
Where they are juftly praisM, and where thro' whim. 
How little's due to them,- how much to him. 
Rais'd 'hove the flavery of common rules. 
Of Common-Senfe, of modern, antient fchools, 
Thofe feelings banifti'd, which miflead us all. 
Fools as we are, and which we Nature call, 
He, by his great example, might impart 
A better fomething, and baptize it Art; 
He, all the feelings of my youth forgot. 
Might (hew me what is Tafte, by what is not ; 
By him fupported, with a proper pride, 
I might hold all mankind as fools befide ; 
He (Ihould a World, perverfe and peevilh grown. 
Explode his maxims, and affert their own. 
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Might teach ihe, like himfelf, to be content. 
And let their folly be their punifhment; 
Might, like himfelf, teach his adopted Son, 
'Gainft all the World, to quote a Warburtqn, 

Bbol-that I was, could I fo much deceive 
My foul with lying hopes-, could I believe 
That He, the fervant of his Maker fworn. 
The fervant of his Saviour, would be torn 
From their embrace, and leave that dear employ. 
The cure of fouls, his duty and his joy. 
For toys like mine, and wafte his precious time. 
On which fo much depended, for a rime ? 
Should He forfake the talk he undertook, 
Defert his flock, and break his paft'ral crook ? 
Should He (forbid it Heav'n) fo high in place. 
So rich in knowledge, quit the work of Grace, 
And, idly wand'ring o'er the Mufe's hill. 
Let the falvation of mankind Hand ftiU ? 

Far, far be that from Thee — ^yes, far from Thee 
Be fuch revolt from Grace, and far from me 
The Will to think it — ^Guilt is in the Thought — 
Not fo. Not fo, hath Warburton been taught. 
Not; fo learned Chrift — ^Recall that day, well-known. 
When (to maintain God's honour— and his own) 
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He caird Blafphemers forth — ^Methinks I now 
See ftern Rebuke enthroned on his brow. 
And arm'd with tenfold terrours — ^from his tongue. 
Where fiery zeal, and Chriftian fury hung, 
Methinks I hear the deep-ton'd thunders roll. 
And chill with horrour ev'ry finner's foul — 
In vain They ftrive to fly — flight cannot fave. 
And Potter trembles even in his grave — 
With all the confcious pride of innocence, 
Methinks I hear him, in his own defence. 
Bear witnefs to himfelf, whilft all Men knew. 
By Gofpel- rules, his witnefs to be true, 

O Glorious Man, thy zeal I mufl: commend, 
Tho' it deprived me of my deareft friend. 
The real motives of thy anger known, 
Wilkes mull the juftice of that anger own ; 
And, could thy bofom have been bar'd to view. 
Pitied himfelf, in turn had pitied you. 

Bred to the law, You wifely took the gown. 
Which I, like Demas, fooliihly laid down. 
Hence double flrength our Holy Mother drew ; 
Me flie got rid of, and made prize of you, 
I, like an idle Truant, fond of play. 
Doting on toys, and throv/ing gems away. 
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Grafping at fhadows, let the fubftance flip ; 
But you, my Lopdy renounced Attorneyfliip 
Withl>etter purpofe, and more noble aim. 
And wifely played a more fubftantial game. 
Nor did Lazv mourn, blefs'd in her younger fon. 
For Mansfield does what Gloster would have 
done. 

DoSlor^ DeaHi Btjhcp^ Glqfier, and My Lord^ 
If haply thefe high Titles may accord 
With thy meek Spirit, if the barren found 
Of pride delights Thee, to the topmoft round 
Of Fortune's ladder got, defpife not One, 
For want of fmooth hypocrify undone. 
Who, far below, turns up his wond'ring eye. 
And, without envy, fees Thee placed fo high. 
Let not thy Brain (as Brains lefs potent might) 
Dizzy, confounded, giddy with the height. 
Turn round, and lofe diftindlion, lofe her (kill 
And wonted pow'rs of knowing good from ill, - n 
Of fifting Truth from fahhood, friends from foes; 
Let Gloster well remember, how he rofe. 
Nor turn his back on men who made- him great ; 
Let Him not, gorg'd with pow'r, and drunk with 
ftate. 

Forget ' 
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Forget what once he was, tho* now fo high ; 
How low, how mean, and full as poor as I. 

• * Cetera defunt. 



It is prefumed the fudden death of 
the Author will fufficiently apo- 
logize for the Dedication remain- 
ing unfiniflied. y. /^^tU..-*-^!*!^^^ 
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James v. i6th. 

^e effeSiual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availetb much. 

FOR the particular occafion on which 
thefc words were fpoken, and the re- 
lation they bear to what preceded, I fhall 
xefer you to the chapter from whence they 
are taken, and at prefent confider them as 
*hey ftand independently, and affure us, 
that the duty of prayer, when pradlifed by 
a righteous man, and offered up in a proper 
•manner, is of great efficacy to avert mif- 
B fortunes. 
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fortunes, and procure bleflings ; premifing 
Only, that, by a righteous man we are not 
to underftand one who is perfectly pure, 
and free from fin, but one who performs 
his duty to the utmoft of his power, and 
makes up for any infirmity in his Obe- 
dience, by the ftrength of his Faith, and 
the firicerity of his Repentance, 

The duty of prayer is in the prefent age 
by many entirely negleded, or imperfedtly 
obferved, and by fome openly decried. 
There are many who difallow any other ap-. 
plication to God than that of the mind, 
and not a few who, however confiiant in 
the outward forms of prayer, do yet by their 
lives but too plainly fhew that their minds 
are unafFefted. Some too there are, who 
run into the contrary extreme, who are fo 
unwarrantably attentive to the performance 
of this duty, as to negka obligations which 
we of much greater import, which arc 
more immediately neceflary for their own 
good, and the benefit of fociety, and which 
of confcquenc^ muft be more agrqeable to 

the 
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the will, and conducive to the glory, of 
God. 

Whilft miftakes like thefe prevail, a con- 
fideration of the duty of prayer cannot be 
out of feafon; it cannot prejudice thofe 
who beft underftand it, and may be fer- 
yiceable to thofe who do not. 

Prayer is a folemn a<ft of worshipping 
the Supreme Being ; wherein we, on the 
one hand, acknowledge our weaknefs and 
indigence, on the other his power and 
ability to aiflford us relief; it naturally im- 
plies fome defedt in him who offers it up, 
and fome authority in him to whom it 
is offered to pardon and amend it ; it fup- 
pofes God to be the Maker and Governor 
of all things, and fo gracious and con- 
defcending, fo potent and abfolute in his 
nature, as always to be ready to hear, and 
able to redrefs the Grievances of his Crea- 
tures, fo that this duty is founded on the 
infinite goodnefs and power of God ; he is 
infinitely good, and therefore willing, infi- 
B z nitely 
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nitdy powerful, and therefore able to rtf-* 
lieve us ; and for thefe reafons he is, and 
he alone can be,, the proper objedt of our 
Prayers^ 

The Heathen* themfelvei, as they were 
fully perfuaded of thefe perfedions in God, 
and of the great need in which they ftood 
of having them exerted in their behalf,^ 
were alfo convinced that it vs^as their duty 
to pray to him ; and this duty was heartily 
acknowledged, earneftly recommended, and 
ftriftly pracftifcd by the wifeft and foberefl 
among them. The Scriptures, as they 
fevery whert abound with eameft and pa- 
thetick exhT)rtation^ to the religious per- 
formance hereof, fo they afford us many 
ftrong motives which the Heathens could 
not have ; th^y fupply us with the names of 
many great and good men who were ex- 
emplary in the performance of it, amongfl: 
whom, as in all other works of Righteouf- 
nefs, our bleffed Lord fliines witK^ diftin- 
guifhed luftre ; they fully inftrud us toth 
as to the Objeft to, and the manner in 
' ■ which 
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which they ought to be offered; they apply 
themfelves to our fears by the moft feverc 
threats, to our hopes by the moft delightful 
promifes, fupplying us with an encourage- 
ment to, and laying a foundation for the 
performance of this duty, which the Heath- 
ens could not have, in the veracity of God 
himfelf; who hath faid and cannot lie; 
who hath declared and cannot deny him-^t 
felf, that they who afk ihall receive,. 

• The reafonablenefs of this duty in gene- 
ral appears from the flighteft attention to 
the particular branches of which it confifts. 
If we confider Man merely as a Creature, 
as juft come out of the hands of his Maker, 
as raifed into being from the duft of the 
earth, and, befides many other, endued 
with thofe diftinguifhing privileges, Rea- 
ion and Immortality, fure nothing can be 
more reafonable than for him to pay bis 
moft fubmiflivc and reverential homage to 
that Being who employs Omnipotence in 
. conferring Benefits upon him ; to exert his 
rcafon in the praife of him who gave it, 

and 
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and endeavour to recommend himfelf tohif 
infinite goodnefsi left he fall under the ter-» 
rors of his Almighty Power, The ideas of 
Power are in themfelves great and terrible ; 
it naturally infpires us with awe and reve-^ 
rcnce, even when it is lodged in human 
hands, whence it is liable to be ihatched 
by innumerable accidents, and where it 
hangs but on the flender thread of life. 
What muft it do then, when we confider 
it infinite and unbounded, placed in the 
hands of a Being, who is fubjeft to no acci- 
dents; whofc cxiftence is not bounded by 
any time, but extends itfelf unlimited, un-^ 
impaired through all ages ? What Refpeft, 
what Homage, what Adoration can be too 
great, when paid to fuch a Being ? Where 
can we find an ofllice more agreeable to our 
Reafon, where a better employment for 
our Immortality* 

If we confider Man as a Creature im- 
merft in fin, corrupt in his very nature, and 
prone to all evil, continually tempted by 
the Devil and the World from without, 

and 
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ftfid betrayed by his own violent and head- 
ftrong paffions from within, upon fuch a 
difinal review, fure nothing can be more 
reafonable, than to have recourfe to his 
Almighty Father, to acknowledge his ori- 
ginal weaknefs and infirmities, his aftual 
fins and tranfgreflions, to exprefs his aver- 
fion to, and refolution againft themi unto 
him who is the perfedtion of Purity and 
Holinefs; to beg Pardon and Forgivenefs of 
him who delighteth in mercy, and defircth 
not the death of a Sinner 5 and to pray for 
the aflifl:ance of Grace from him, who 
giveth to them which afk, who hath pro- 
mifed to fend us the comfort of his holy 
fpirit, who delighteth to dwell in the heart 
of the fincere and contrite. 

If we confider Man as fubjedt to all kinds 
of mifcry, furrounded with difficulties and 
troubles which he can neither prevent nor 
remedy, with dangers which he can neither 
guard againft nor repel, and with wants 
which he can neither forefee nor relieve, 
we fhall furely fee abundant reafon for him 

to 
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to apjply to God, to lay himfelf open, to 
make his diftreffes known, and pray to God 
that he will deliver him out of all his 
troubles, defend him in all his dangers, and 
relieve him in all his wants. When men are 
under any prcffure or calamity, they natu- 
rally apply to fuch of their fellow creatures 
us they think are inclined by the goodnefs 
of their difpofiition, and enabled by their 
power or wealth to be of fervice to them : 
if this is reafonable and prudent, it is cer« 
tainly much more fo to make our addreffes 
to God, whofe goodncfs as much fur* 
pafles human goodnefs, as his power is be- 
yond human power, who hath fuch an ab-»- 
folute command over trouble, fickncfs, and 
any other adverfity, that he faith unto them 
Go, and they go; who is of fuch perfed: 
Goodnefs, that he fuftaineth the Brutes, and 
feedeth the young Ravens which call upon 
him, that he openeth his hand, and fiUeth 
ull things living with plenteoufhefs. 

To turn our eyes from thefe melancholy 
iccnes of fin and mifery, if we refled: 

upon 
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upon the fituation of Man> how impoiHible 
it was for him vto avoid finning, and how 
impoffible to avoid the punifliment due to 
it 5 if we confider him delivered from that 
terrible dilemma^ and if not fecured from 
finning^ direfted, which is almoft equiva- 
lent, how to efcape the confeqences of it ; 
if we confider God the Father as ordain- 
ing the means of our Redemption, God 
the Son as performing them, and God the 
Holy Ghoft as refiding in, and fanftifying 
us, how can we abftain from breaking out 
in the lively eloquence of the Pfalmift, 
Praife the Lord O my Soul, and all that 
is within me praife his holy name, Praife 
the Lord,. O my Soul, and forget not all 
his benefits. Such an unexpected, fuch an 
undeferved change in our affairs, fo great a 
deliverance, fuch a mighty falvation as it 
mufl: necefllarily excite our joy, fo fhould it 
quicken our gratitude, and incline us to re- 
turn thee thanks, O God, as for our Crea- 
tion, Prefervation, and all the Bleflings of 
this life, fo above all, for thine ineftimable 
love in the redemption of the world by 
C our 
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our Lord Jefus Chrift, for the means o^ 
Grace^ and for the hope of Glory^ 

If we confider, diat the whole race of 
men are mutually related to each other,, 
that their concerns are too clofely con- 
nected to bear a feparation, that they came 
out of the hands of the fame Creator, are 
fuftained by the Providence of the famd 
Preferver, and purchafed by the blood of 
the fame Redeemer, we cannot but ac- 
knowledge the reafonablenefs of the Duty 
which the Scriptures lay upon every mait> 
of praying for his neighbour as well as for 
himfelf ; of offering tip his petitions to 
Almighty God, and interceding for them, 
that he will turn from them whatever may 
do them harm, and be pleafed to give unto 
them what he fees needful either for their 
bodies, or their ibuls^ 

On the whole, if it is reafbnable that 
the Creature fhould acknowledge his de- 
pendance on the Creator, that thofe who 
have done amife (hould confefs it, and afk 

for- 
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forgivenefs, that thofe who ftand in need 
of many good, and in fear of many evil 
things, fliould petition for the obtaining 
of the one, and preventing of the other, if 
it is reafonable to return thanks for benefits 
received, and evils prevented, to love our 
brethren, and to pay regard to the con- 
cerns of thofe perfons with whom our own 
are connefted, then it is in all thefe feve- 
ral refpe<fts highly reafonable, that we 
fliould difcharge the duty of Prayer to Al-* 
mighty God^ 

This is fo evident, that we fhould fcarce 
believe, did we not daily fee it, that a ra- 
tional creature could live in the grofs neg- 
ledl and open contempt of a duty, which, 
merely as a rational creature, he cannot 
but know that he ought to perform ; which 
is not more ftrongly recommended by Scrip- 
ture, than by Reafon itfelf, the darling idol 
of the modern world; and the contempt 
of which muft not only rank him amongft 
the irreligious^ but which he may perhaps 
think worfe, amongft the unreafonable part 

Ca of 
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of the creation. Notwithftanding this, 
there are men in the world, and thofc 
mighty Pretenders to Reafon, who openly 
decry this duty, at leaft all the external 
parts of it, well knowing that without 
them the duty itfelf cannot long fubfift, 
and artfully found their objeftions againft 
it, upon an ackriowledgement of, and a 
feeming veneration for, the divine attri* 
butes, and the honour pf God's nature. , 

If, fay they, God is of infinite knov^ledge, 
as thofe who pray to him muft certainly 
allow, what occafion is there for us to 
cqnfefs our fins, and exprefs our forrow 
for them, to lay open our wants and necef- 
fities to him, who by the neceflfary perfec- 
tion of his nature fees into our hearts, and 
difcerns every motion there much plainer 
than we can poflSbly exprefs them. 

Such objedors will do well to confider, 
that our Prayers are not intended to give any 
information to God, which he before had 
pot, but to implant deeply in our own 

breafts 
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breafts a proper fenfe of what we have done, 
and a due eftimation of what we want ; ip 
that the pardon of our fins, and fupply of our 
neceffities may have their due weight with 
us. Our thoughts come upon us fo fiid- 
dcniy, and fo quickly pafs away, that it is 
fcarce poffible accurately to remember the 
thoughts even of a few hours ; but when wc 
give them birth, and bring them forth in 
proper words, they are then ftrongly impreft 
on our minds, and by a conftant repetition 
of the fame means by which they firft ftnick 
root, muft always live and flourifb in our 
memories. When the thoughts which wc 
entertain upon a furvey of our fins and ne- 
cefilties fo far influence us as to incline us 
to Prayer, when we bring them forth be- 
fore the Moft High, cloathed in proper 
cxpreflions and attended with fuitable gef- 
tures, they ar^ thereby mofl: deeply im- 
printed on our minds, and by a fteady and 
uniform performance of this duty, are at laft 
fixed in fuch ftrong colours, as never to be 
difchargcd ; whereas had they never ifiued 
from the clofet of our hearts, they might 

have 
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have been ftrangled in the birth, or proved 
the children but of a melancholy moment* 

To be in fault, and aftiamed to confefs it 
and afk pardon, to be in want and afhamed 
to acknowledge it and alk relief, are moft 
certain figns of an obftinate an4 proud tem-» 
per ; a temper not at all qualified to receive 
bleffings from God, who refifteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. Before we 
can expedl favours from God, we niuft en-^ 
tirely root out thefe faults, and in their ftead 
implant humility and meeknefs; nor is 
there any better way of enabling us fo to do, 
no other way of fhewing that we have fo 
done, than the performance of the duty of 
Prayer. 

In the common affairs of this world we 
<io not expcd: our faults to be pardoned, nor 
our wants to be relieved before they are 
made known, and furely in point of com- 
mon decency we cannot exped: ineftimable 
bleffings from a Being fuch as God is, upon 
cafier terms than thofe which we perform 

ta 
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io our Brethren, for thin^ of little or no 
confequence* However extenfive the divihe' 
knowledge may be, how intimately foever 
Cod may be acquainted with our wants, be^ 
fore we cry unto him, yet we muft not ex-* 
pedt that he will intereft himfclf in our be- 
half, until we fhew by Prayer, that we arc 
Jknown not only to him, but alfo to our- 
fclves, the moft difficult but moft necef- 
fary of all knowledge, whidi ihould always 
accompany, and can fcarce fubfift, with-* 
out the performance of this duty. 

But, fay they again^ thoiigh it may be rea- 
fonable and neceffary to pray to a Being of 
infinite knowledge, furely it cannot be fo to 
pray to a Being of perfedt Goodnefs, who is 
readier to hear than we to pray, readier to 
forgive pur fins, and relieve our wants, than 
we are even to acknowledge them. 

Thofe who argue thuS have very mif- 
taken notions of the divine nature; they 
confider God's Attributes abftraftedly from, 
nay, in oppofition to, each other, and there- 
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by make him inconfiftent with himfelf* 
We ought always to confider the perfec-' 
tions of the deity as compatible with each 
other, as moving in the moft perfcA har- 
mony, as being but fo many rays derived 
from, and centered in the fame Body of 
Light and Perfedion. His Mercy is not 
inconfiftent with his Juftice, neither does 
his wifdom exclude, or is it excluded by 
his Goodnefs; he is infinitely merciful, in 
fuch a manner as to be, at the fame time, 
infinitely juft; infinitely wife, in fuch a 
manner as to be infinitely good. We muft 
not therefore entertain fuch high notions 
of any one Perfedtion, as to exalt it at the 
expence of any other ^ we muft not, as 
thofe do who make God's goodnefs an ar- 
gument againft prayer, magnify his good- 
nefs at the expence of his Wifdom. For 
whatever goodnefs it might, fhew, yet cer- 
tainly it would be no mark of Wifdom to 
confer Bleflings on us, whatfocver we ftood 
in need of, without our petitioning for 
them. Thofe perfons can never be the 
proper objcdls of God's goodnefs who are 

above 
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above praying for the efFedts of it. The 
tendereft Father breathing, although he 
plainly difcerns in the whole behaviour of 
an offending Child that he is heartily forry 
Tor his Offence, doth not extend to him 
the ufual expreffions of his Love and Fa- 
vour, till. he makes acknowledgement of 
his crime, and afks pardon for it ; neither 
will God, how great foever his delight in 
mercy and goodnefs, exert thofe amiable 
attributes in our behalf, till we call upon 
him by Prayer and Supplication. If our 
wants were to be redrefTed, and our defires 
fulfilled without any thing done on our 
parts, we might impute fuch bleflings to 
any rather than the true caufe, and fo de- 
prive God of the glory of his difpenfations ; 
whereas now, when they arc made, as it 
were, the confequence of our Prayers, we 
cannot but be fenfible, that to God we 
owe them, and to * God we ought to be 
thankful for them. 

But, fay they, though it may be reafon- 

able and necefTary to pray to a Being of in- 

D finite 
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finite knowledge and goodnefs, furcly it 
cannot be fo, to pray to a Being of abfo- 
lute immutability, who is not a Man that 
he ftiould lie, nor the fon of Man, that 
he fhould repent; in whom there is no va- 
riablenefs, nor fliadow of turning; fo that 
our prayers cannot have any effedt to the 
changing of his purpofe, and reverfing his 
decrees* 

God^s threats and prpmifes have always 
a regard to the Behaviour of Men, and 
have a condition implied if not expreft ; fo 
that thofe who fall off from virtue unto 
vice, inftead of being heirs to his pro- 
mifes, become liable to his threats; and 
thofe who return from vice to virtue, in- 
ftead of being obnoxious to his threats be- 
come entitled to his promifes; the change 
is not in God^ but in us; his fixt and im- 
mutable purpofe is to purfue vice with pu-" 
nifhment, and virtue with reward, through 
all the varying fcenes of man's behaviour ; 
and therefore, upon a change in that, he 
alters his nleafures, not thereby becoming 

mutable. 
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rputablc, but continuing conftant to his 
firft refolution, of punifliing the wicked, 
and rewarding the good. It is therefore 
no diminution ito the divine immutability 
to liften to the Petitions of his Creatures, 
and grant them thofe bleflings upon their 
praying to him, which he had withheld 
from them upon their negledling to do it ; 
to fupply or prevent thofe wants which he 
had brought or determined to bring upon 
them, when they acknowledge thbir de- 
pendance and confidence in his goodnefs, 
together with thofe other virtues, which 
Prayer does naturally fuppofe, and out- 
wardly exprefs. 

Trifling as thefe objddions are found on 
examination, they are by much the ftrongeft 
and mpfl plaufible that the enemies of 
Prayer have been able to advance ; they are 
of fuch a nature as to bring the under- 
ftanding, as well as the integrity, of thofe 
who broach them into difrepute, and make 
us doubtful which to defpife moft, the 
wickednefs of their hearts, or the weak- 
D 2 neis 
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nefs of their heads. Little can be offered 
for thofe who objeft to the myfteries of 
our moft holy religion, but lefs can be laid 
for thofe who objeft to the duties of it ; 
the former, though not againft, are yet 
much above our reafon, but the latter lie 
exadly level to our underftandings, and are 
not lefs ftrongly recommended by Reafon, 
than by Revelation ; they are fuch as the 
heathen Philofophers were proud to em- 
bellifh their fyftems with, though they 
cannot be digefted by fonie of qur politer 
Chriftians. 

- It is not however to be wondered at, 
that thofe who go on in a courfe of wick- 
ednefs, ihould objedt to duties fo contrary 
to their headftrong paffions, and be willing 
to overthrow thofe laws which lay a re-^ 
ftraint upon their inclinations. It is In- 
tereft, and not Reafon, which ipeaks in 
them, thty are againft Religion upon no 
other account, but becaufe Religion is 
againft them, and think Cbriftianity un-t 
reafonable for no other caufe, but that 

they 
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they wifli it fo. In generd it may be ob- 
ferved, that the lives of thofe*who objeft 
to this duty of Prayer, or any other en- 
joined in Scripture, are fufficient to con- 
fute their objections, which can come with 
no ftrength, but from the mouths of thofe 
who appear in their lives to be at leaft good 
moral men : but fuch, I truft, are in a much 
fairer way of believing the myfteries than 
objedting to the duties of the'Chriftian 
Religion, which is not lefs remarkable for 
matters of Faith than Prafitice, for the 
Revelation of truths, than the perfeifting 
of virtue- 

Now to God the Father, &c. &c. 



SERMON 



SERMON IL 

James v. i6th, 

The effeSlual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availetb much. 

TH E Nature of Prayer, the Grounds 
on which that Duty is founded, and 
the reafonablenefs of our performing it, 
are what I apprehend few can be ignorant 
of; none indeed, who are conftant in the 
woffhip of God and the fervice of the 
Sandtuary. But I fear, we have not the 
fame reafon to believe, that the right man- 
ner of performing this duty is fo generally 
known, or at leaft that it is fo generally 
pradtifed; fmce very flight obfervation 
may aflure us, that a great part even of 
thofe who flridtly comply with the for- 
malities of prayer, are either ignorant of 

the 
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the manner in which it fhould be pcf- 
formed lb ^ to prove effeftual^ or indif- 
ferent whether it proves efFeftual or not* 
I {hall make it my bufinefs therefore to 
(hew, . 

Firft, The qualifications requifite to 
make our prayers acceptable to God — - 
and in order to engage us more heartily 
therein, fliaU, 

Secondly, Mention thofe advantaged 
which we may reafonably expe<Sk from a 
doc difchargc of that Duty. 

There are, it is to be feared, many per- 
ions in the world who imagine themielves 
worthy performers of this duty, merely 
becaufe they are regular and conftant in 
faying over a few prayers, without redti- 
fying the tempef of their minds, or alter- 
ing the method of their lives* But alas ! 
how much are thefe miftaken ! No petition 
can poffibly be acceptable to God, which 
is not offered up with proper Affcdions, 

which 
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which is not attended with proper Adtions. 
Was it merely the repetition of a Prayer* 
which called down Bleffings from above, 
thofe who pray through oftentation, and a 
defire of being ftcn of men, or through 
prudential and interefted motives, might 
exped them equally with the fincere and 
contrite, and thofe who, like the heathen, 
and our modern enthufiafts, make ufe of 
long prayers, might expedt Sleffings fo 
much greater than others, as their prayers 
are longer. But of the firft of thefe our 
Saviour has aflured us that they have their 
reward ; that is, they have the good opinion 
of men, which they fought after, and mull 
not expedt any reward from God ; of the 
latter, he implies to us that they are riot 
heard for their much fpeaking ; and of all 
in general whofe prayers are outfide fhew, 
he pronounces, that the Lord detefteth 
thofe who approach him with their lips^ 
whilft their hearts are far from him. 

Sincerity is the life of prayer; It Is 
that which makes it an adt of true devo- 

E . tion, 
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tion, and of high price in the fight of 
God ', and this virtue we may be fure we 
have in a good degree, when we endeavour 
to purify our minds from all iniquity, and 
afk nothing but with a good and upright 
intention. God, who fees the heart, will 
not merely confider w^hether the things 
we pray for are good in themfelves, but 
whether they will be fo in our ufe of them ; 
whether we fhall employ them to fuch 
good and virtuous purpofes, as may pro- 
mote his glory, and our own good. If we 
therefore pray with a corrupt intention, 
we muft not exped that God will incline 
his ear to us ; for the Apollle alTures us, 
that on this account many afk, and re- 
ceive not, becaule they afk amifs, that they 
may confume it upon their lufls. 

To fincerity we mufl alfo add humility. 
This virtue naturally arifcs from the duty 
itfelf, the performance of which fuppofes 
want in us who afk, and power in him of 
whom we afk ; dependance on our parts, 
and fovereignty on God's. This humility 

con- 
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confifts not only in being fcnfible of and ac- 
knowledging our wants, but alfo in being 
ienfible of, and acknowledging our un- 
worthinefs to have them redreft. The man 
who is not fenfible of his wants, will not 
be fenfible of relief; he who feels his ne- 
ceflities, and yet is too proud to acknow- 
ledge them, will be too proud ulfo to ac- 
knowledge the hand by which he is re- 
lieved ; he laftly, who is both fenfible of 
his wants, and humble enough to acknow- 
ledge them, but yet is puffed up with an 
hig^ opinion of his own worthinefs, will 
iiiipute the relief of them not to God's free 
mercies, but to a confideration of his own 
deferts; inftead of coming boldly to the 
throne of Grace, he will come jalhly to 
the throne of Judgement ; inftead of plead- 
ing and relying upon the merits of Chrift, 
he will plead and rely upon his own. To 
make our prayers therefore acceptable to 
God, and our humility complete, we muft 
acknowledge that our iins and wants arc 
great, but pur unworthinefs to have them 
pardoned and relieved ftill greater; wc 
£ 2 muft 
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muft confefs that when we have done our 
beft, we are but unprofitable fervants, we 
muft throw ourfelves upon the mercy of 
God, and plead no merits but thofe of 
Chrift. 

This humility of the heart will natu- 
rally produce that of the body, or a grave 
and reverend deportment in our devotions, 
expreffive of the low opinion which we 
have of ourfelves, and of the high one 
which we entertain of Gpd. When we 
are in the prefence of an earthly monarch 
we place a particular regard on all our 
words and adtions, fo that they may de- 
clare the high veneration we have of his 
majefly and power; and if this is reafon- 
able, furely it is much more fo, that we 
fhould obferve the fame method when we 
come into the prefence of the king of 
Heaven, and exprefs the utmoft reverence 
when we confider that the place we ftand 
on is holy ground, is fandtified and confe- 
crated by the gracious prefence of God 
himfelf. 

To 
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To thefe qualifications of an acceptable 
prayer, we muft alfo add that of Confi- 
dence, or a firm perfuafion that we fhali 
obtain what we afk for, if it is expedient 
for us. Upon firft coming into the pre- 
fence of God, and confidering his nature 
and our own, we fhould naturally be 
more apt to fear and to defpair, than to re- 
pofe any confidence in him. To confider 
him as exalted in majefty and power, our- 
felves as weak and impotent; him as a 
moft pure and holy Being, ourfelves as 
ftained and polluted with fin, muft breed 
in us apprehenfions far different from thofe 
pleafing fenfations which Confidence in- 
fpires. But when we confider that'he is a 
God of Mercy, long-fuflfering, and of 
great goodnefs, that he fo loved the world, 
as to fend his only fon to fuflfer for it, that 
be hath commanded us to pray to him, and 
promifed to hear and grant our requefts, 
the fear which we before felt immediately 
fubfides, and Confidence, in its higheft 
fenfe, arifes in it's ftead; Confidence of 
being heard, forgiven, and relieved. We 

then 



30 S E R M O N II. 

then find that not to pray to him is to dif- 
obey his authority, and not to believe that 
our Prayers (hall be heard and granted, is 
to derogate from his Goodnefs, and diftruft 
his promifes. We muft not therefore let 
oiir humility fo far prevail as to plunge us 
into defpair, or abate our Confidence ; nor 
our confidence get fo much the better, as to 
overthrow our humility, and hurry us into 
prefumption ; but let both move in their 
proper fphere, and keep our fouls in a due 
temper ; when we confider our wants and 
unworthinefs let us be humble, when we 
confider God's mercies let us be confident, 
and fo ofifer up our Prayers a reafonable 
and acceptable facrifice. 

Another qualification of an acceptable 
Prayer, is Attention ; this is not to be ac- 
quired fo eafily as fome may imagine ; our 
thoughts are in a perpetual flux, and of fp 
volatile a nature, that it is no eafy matter to 
keep them fixt and fteady, even when we 
are retired from the world, and all outward 
objedts are taken away. The mind is ever 

roving, ^ 
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roving, and fo diftraifted with the fucceflion 
of frefh ideas which arife involuntarily in 
her, that it is no contemptible talk, after 
ihe has made choice of any one» to fhut out 
the reft, and keep herfelf attentive to that 
alone. Beiides, the care$ of this world 
are apt to intrude, and interrupt us, the 
enticing allurements of pleafures are ever 
ready to infinuate themfelves, and the 
Devil is always at hand to fecond every in- 
ftrument, and improve every opportunity 
of divei:ting our thoughts from the fervice 
of God. As our tempers and circumftances 
are well known to him, he is particularly 
diligent in the time of our devotions to un- 
hinge our thoughts, by fupplying us with, 
fuch objed:s and ideas as he thinks will 
beft ferve his wicked purpofes. It is evi- 
dent therefore, that our utmoft care and 
refolution is neceflary to acquire this vir- 
tue of Attention ; and in order the better 
to effect it, we fhould rightly weigh the 
Majefty of him whom we pray tq, and 
the importance of the things which we 
pray for. The man who petitions an 

earthly 
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earthly King for fuch things as are necef- 
fary to Xupport his life, or for the pardon 
of fome crime which forfeits it, muft na- 
turally be, fuppofed to have his attention 
wholly engroft with a confideration of the 
Majefty before whom he ftands, and of 
the vaft confequence of thofe things which 
are the fubjedts of his petition; and the 
feme degree of Attention may we hope to 
obtain, if we will convince ourfelves, that 
in our Prayers we come before the King 
of Kings, and that what we petition for 
is of the laft confequence to us, no lefs 
than the fupply of all our wants, no lefs 
than the forgivenefs of all our fins. 

If we thus ufe every method to fettle our- 
felves into an habit of Attention, if we en- 
deavour tp reprefs every wandering thought 
in the birth, and are heartily forry when 
they force themfelves into our minds, if we 
fincerely pray that God will enable us, by 
his grace, to overcome them, and give us 
this virtue to a greater degree, than our na- 
tural infirmities will permit us to acquire of 

ourfelves 
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OUrfelves, we have then all the reafon in 
the world to conclude, that God will 
crown our endealrours with fuccefs, or 
otherwife accept of the fincerc endeavour, 
inftead of the perfed: performance; nor 
will the author of our nature require more 
of us, than our nature will enable us to 
perform, but will look upon our infirmities 
with an eye of pity and compaflion, and 
extend his grace and pardon to them. 

To Attention we muft add Fervency : it 
is not a cold and unmeaning repetition of 
Prayers which calls down bleflings from 
above ; it is not a mere form of words, but 
the eifedtual fervent Prayer, which availeth 
much. This qualification greatly depends 
Upon Temper and Conftitution. Thofe 
therefore ftiould not be caft down who feel 
not thefe holy raptures in fuch a degree as 
others may feem to do, nor fhould thofe 
of a more fanguine complexion be over and 
above meafure elated, when they feel thefe 
transports, and blafphemoufly fancy that 
they are, in the language of a modern 

F Enthufiaft, 
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Enthufiaft, fenfiWy a<ftuated by the Holy 
Ghoft. Fervency, no doubt, is a very ne- 
ceflary and happy qualification of Prayer j 
it introduces us to a more intimate fami- 
liarity with God, and at the fame time it 
procures us bleffings on earth, ill fome 
meafure gives us a foretafte of Heaven, 
But great caution is requifite, that this fer*» 
v^ncy be fuch as is required by God; it 
fhould be a gentle,, pleafing, heavenly 
flame, and not an headftrong and outrageous 
fire, w^hich hurries men into Enthufiafm ; 
it fhould, like the Sun, not only afford a 
barren w^armth to the foul, but fuch an 
heat, as may promote fruitfulnefs in v^ell 
doing. 

To the foregoing qualifications we mufl 
add Perfeverance. We muft not imagine, 
that a tranfitory fpark of devotion will in- 
flame our Prayers fo as to make them a 
facrifice acceptable to God. Some heavy* 
misfortune, or impending danger, fome 
flroke of ficknefs, fome bad confequence 
of our evil courfes ; fome more than ufu- 

ally 
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ally fevere remonftrance of confcience, 
may make the wickedeft man alive, in his 
agony and fright, betake himfclf to Prayer, 
till his danger is over and his confcience 
lulled afleep. But the man who is really 
in earneft, and concerned for the fuccefs of 
his prayers, who is willing to perform the 
conditions, that he may be entitled to the 
Weflings which God has promifed, in 
whatever ftate he is, whether in ficknels 
or in health, in profperity or adverfity, 
perfeveres fteadily in an habit of Prayer ; 
he refle<fls, that thofe who are fo often in 
want, fo often entangled in fin, fhould 
often pray for the relief of the one and the 
forgivenefs of the other ; and he confiders 
it as his great blefling, that in his diftreffes 
he has fo kind a God to whom he may 
betake himfelf, fo prevailing a means as 
Prayer by which he may apply to him. If 
his defires are not immediately granted, he 
does not conclude them abfolutely reje<^ed, 
he does not defift from this duty, but per- 
feveres inviolably in it, firmly believing 
that he fhall fee the goodnefs of the J^ord 

F 2 in 
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in the land of the living. God may for a 
time, in his wife and good providence, 
with-hold our defires from us, and y^t 
fulfill them afterw^ards, when they more 
contribute to his glory or our good ; and 
the parable of the unjuft Judge, and poor 
Widow, doth very ftrongly enforce on us 
that duty, which our Saviour intended to 
confirm in it, always to pray, and not to 
faint. 

To the abovementioned qualifications of 
an acceptable Prayer we muft add, laftly, 
a lively Faith in Chrift ; fuch a Faith as 
may be a proper foundation for us to build 
the other qualifications upon, fuch a Faith 
as doth not overthrow good works, but 
produceth thetp, herfelf working by Love, 
The light of natural reafon directs us to 
offer up our Prayers to God Dnly ; but the 
Scriptures further inform us, that they 
muft be offered up through Chrifl. It is 
by his merits only, that we can . expe<S to 
have our fins forgiven, and our wants fup- 
plied. He is the merciful High Prieft, 

who 
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who having felt our infirmities has learned 
to compaffionate them ; having experienced 
our diftrefles, is become willing to relieve 
them ; and having born temptation, is both 
able and willing to aflift us in, and deliver 
us out of it : he receives our prayers, offers 
them up to God, intercedes in our behalf, 
and backs our petitions with his own pre- 
vailing merits; fo that there is no good 
thing which we may not hope for, through 
his mediation. 

Pleafure, Honour, and Profit, are the 
three great idols of the modern world, and 
engrofs the adoration of much the greateft 
part of mankind, the Senfual, the Ambi- 
tious, and the Covetous. It is through 
the inducements of thefe prevailing paf- 
fions, that our hearts are entirely weaned 
from the confideration of another life, and 
rivetted on this ; it is one or all of thefe 
which make us fit loofe to the duty of 
Prayer, and think every moment fpent 
therein precious time loft from the purfuit 
of our darling obje(5ts. But if it will appear 

(as 
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(as to an unprejudiced pcrfon I am fure it 
will) that Prayer is the beft means of afford- 
ing not only one of thefe advantages fepa- 
rately, but all of them conjundtively, and 
each of them in a greater degree than we 
could enjoy without it, then we certainly 
have a very ftrong argument to enforce this 
duty, as well upon the interefts as the 
confciences of mankind. 

The man of Pleafure may boaft of his 
enjoyments, and thofe noble indulgencies 
of his fenfuality, in which the Brutes may 
vie with him, nay, in one refped:, far ex- 
cell him, in that they feel no remorfe, no 
compundtion afterwards, and to fuch an 
one (whilft he continues fuch) it will be 
in vain to reprefent the more folid, lafting, 
and fuperior pleafures which are to be 
found in a fincere performance of the duty 
of Prayer, But if we make our appeal 
to the hearts of thofe who are inflamed 
with true devotion, and can relifh the ex- 
ercifes of Piety, we may be eafily fatisfied, 
that one moment fpent in the difcharge of 

this 
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this duty, will much outweigh an whole 
liic fpent in the indulgence of Senfuality: 
and Libertinifm. So much as the Soul is 
fuperior to the: body^ fo much are the 
pleafures of the one beyond thofe of the 
other. Corporeal gratifications are violent, 
but not lafting ; they foon cloy, and pall 
upon the appetite, and, nptwithftanding 
the charm of variety, grow tedious and in« 
fipid. The pleafures of the foul are more 
fedate and temperate, more lafting and per- 
manent 5 the more we ufe^ the more we 
relifh them,, the longer we are acquainted 
with them, the more lovely they appear, 
and the flxonger they engage us. But of 
all the pleafures of the foul, thofe which 
flie receives from the communication of 
God in the exercife of Prayer, are undoubt- 
edly the moft excellent, when fhe> mounts 
upon the wings of Devotion, and, divefted 
of earthly thoughts and afFedtions, pene- 
trates into the higheft Heaven, and enjoys 
the glorious prefence, and the gracious 
converfation of her God. Senfual gratifi- 
cations leave a fting behind them, which 

the 
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the greateft libertine in the world cannot 
always appeafe ; he muft fometimes in his 
cooler hours, feel the terrors, and groan be- 
neath the burden of an accufing confcience^ 
but the pleafures refulting from Prayer, as- 
they are free from all difquietudes at the 
time, fo they are not terminated with the 
cxercife itfelf, but difFufe a folid and lafting 
fatisfaftion over the foul; and the action isf 
not only pleafant in the performance, but 
alio in our confideration of it afterwards. 
A pleafure this, which Vice ipay always 
wifh for, but never can enjoy. We may 
therefore with great truth affert, that what- 
ever the world may think, and wicked men 
may talk of pleafure, it is never to be found 
till we become acquainted with God, till 
we are made fenfible of his love, and en- 
joy that happy friendfliip, and communion 
with him, which is only expreffed and 
maintained by Prayer, and fpiritual exer- 
cifes. 

But the performance of this duty is not 
only attended with Pleafure, but Honour 

alfo. 
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olfo. To enjoy the intimacy and friend- 
(hip of a nwnarch, to be admitted to his 
Prefenee at all times, to be at liberty to 
prefent our petitions and be affured of fuc- 
cefs, is defervedly efteemed a great honour; 
but how niuch greater is it to enjoy the 
friendship of the King of Kings, to have 
freedom of accefs at all times, to lay open 
our wants, and make our diftreffes known, 
with that freedom and liberty which a man 
ufeth to his friend. A mighty privilege 
this furely ! an honour as much greater 
than the familiarity of an earthly king, as 
God is fuperior to the greateft monarch ; 
an honour, which is not to be fought 
through difficulties, dangers, and uncer- 
tainties, but may be ealily, fafely, and 
certainly obtained by the meaneft man on 
earth 5 an honour, which does not depend 
upon the breath of an unftSble and mif- 
judging man, but on the favour of an im- 
mutable and all-wife God ; an , honour 
which is not to be acquired by violating 
our integrity, and contradicting the frame 

G of 
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of oiir nature, but by prcferving and cotii-- 
plying with it ; which is not to be fought 
through the labyrinth of lies, flattery, and 
deceit, biit iii the plain road of truth, fin- 
cerity, and honefty; which is not to be 
obtained by envy, hatred, arid aitibitidn, 
but by love, charity, and humility ; an 
honour which will not leave us in the 
grave, but accompany us to, and be per- 
fefted in another life. 

To the confidet-atibh df Pleafufe and 
Honour, let us add that of Profit alfo ; and 
Profit redounding to us both in temporal 
arid fpiritual matters. Prayer is the beft 
means of obtaining God's favour for the ac- 
quifition of what we want, and the Pre- 
fervation of what we have. If we fearch the 
fcriptures, we cannot but obferve the great 
prevalence of^this duty with God, and have 
inftances, ift the hiftorical parts of them^. 
of the great temporal bleflings which are 
to be procured by it, which . are at large 
let forth by Solomon. 

If 
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If thy people Ifrael be fmitten down 
before the. enemy ; if Heaven be (hut up, 
and there be no rain ; if there be in the 
land famine, or peftilence, or if thy people 
go out to battle againft their enemy, then, 
if they pray towards this place, and con- 
fefs thy name, hear thou their Prayer in 
Heaven, thy dwelling place, deliver theip 
from their afHi^ion, and maintain their 
caufe; 

Thus, according to Solomon, if a nation 
labours under the miferies of an unfuccefsful 
war. Prayer is the fureft means to procure 
a glorious victory, and a happy peace ; if 
the windows of Heaven be fhut up, and 
drought and barrennefs prevail in the land, 
this is the moft efFe<3:ual method to obtajui 
the fertile fhowers, fo that the earth may 
bring forth her fruits, that the hills may 
dance and Ikip, and the valleys laugh and 
fing for joy ; is the air tainted with noxious 
vapours, and doth Peftilence, hand in hand 
with Famine, ftalk in our ftreets, the holy 
breathing of an upright heart in prayer will 
G 2 purge 
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purge the air, and procure for iis health 
and plenty. In a word, whatever misfor- 
tunes we labour under, whether publick OT 
private, a due difcharge of this duty is able 
to remove them, and obtain God's bleffing 
upon ourfelves and families, our friends and 
acquaintance, upon every thing we have, 
and every thing we do. 

To thefe advantages, which relate only 
to this life, let us alfo add thofe which na- 
turally lead us to happinefs hereafter. Let 
us refledt what an increafe of gface, what 
a confirmation of faith, what a quicken- 
ing of hope we may expeft herefrom ; and 
laftly, let us refledt how much Prayer muft 
conduce to the advancement of virtue, and 
holinefs of living. 

It naturally breeds in us due apprehen- 
fions of God and ourfelves ; it fets before 
us the perfeftions of the Deity in their full 
glory ; it fuppofes them, as to his moral 
attributes, the objects of our imitation, and 
. inakesthem the fubjedts of our coiitempla- 

tiouj 
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tlon; fo that a conftknt performance of 
this duty can fcarce fail of awakening our 
emulation, and as it were infenfibly con- 
forming us to the image of God. AS it is 
fcarce poffible for a great finner to continue 
conftant in this duty, fo is it as unlikely 
for a man who continues conftant in Prayer 
to adhere to any wilful fin. Prayer is the 
natural enemy of Sin ; it cannot confift 
with it, but muft either conquer or be 
conquered by it; Prayer is the natural 
friend and ally of Holinefs, and cannot 
fubfift without it, fo as to be worthy the 
name of Prayer ; Prayer has a natural ten- 
dency to produce holinefs, and holinefs is 
jibfolutely neceflary to fandtify our Prayers. 

Now to God the Father, &c* 



SERMON 
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Mat t HEW vL 9th* 
Our Father nvbicb art in Heaven. 

AFTER our Saviour had given his 
difciples a charge not to imitate the 
hypocrites, who prayed Handing in the fy- 
nagogues, and at the corners of the ftreets, 
that they might be feen of men, nor to 
follow the example of the heathen, who 
ufed vain repetitions, and thought they 
fhould be heard for their much (peaking, 
he proceeds to direct them in what man- 
ner they fliould offer up their prayers, and 
delivers that form which hath juftly been 
the admiration of all ages, and the divine 
pattern whereby the Chriftian church hath 
modelled her devotions* 

If 
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If we confider the Perfon who gave this 
Prayer to u^, it claims our higheft regard 
upon his account ; or if we duly weigh 
the value of the gift itfelf, it deferves our 
cfpecial efteero upoo its own. The Perfon 
who gave it to us, wa3 no other than our 
bleffed Lord, who knew the wants and 
infirmities of our nature, being man, and 
the propereft manner in which we could 
petition for the redrefs and relief of them, 
being God. The Prayer itfelf, whether 
we confider the order and harmony of it, 
the connexion of the parts, or the beauty 
of the whole, is worthy of the highefl: 
admiration. It is fo plain, and perfpicuous, 
that the weakcft capacity may underftand 
it ; fo ihort and concife, that the weakeft 
memory may retain it ; fo full and com- 
prehenfive^ that all our wants may very 
properly be reduced within the compafs of 
it; in a word, it is of fuch intrinfick 
worth, that unbelievers muft admire, 
though none but Chriilians can worthily 
repeat it. 

Our 
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Our ohurch hath fliewn that deference 
to this Prayer, that fhe hath inferted it in 
©very diftindt office of the whole Liturgy, 
rightly judging, that it would difFufe a 
brightnefs around it, and atone for the 
imperfections of thofe fervices amongft. 
which it was placed ; fenfible that there 
muft be imperfedtions in all human com- 
pofitions (though, vanity apart, our Liturgy 
is as perfed: a work as humanity miift ever 
hope to reach) fhe endeavours, by the fre- 
quent repetition of this Prayer, where all 
is perfed, all is worthy of the great author, 
to make up for her own defeds *, and pro- 
vidently confidering how unfettled the 
mind of man is, how perpetually roving 
from one idea to another, even during the 
time of prayer, fhe hath wifely contrived 
to recall and fix his wandering thoughts, 
which the chains of human eloquence are 
too weak to bind, by frequently calling 
upon him to join in, the repetition of that 
Prayer, which, if we had not the word of 

God for it, would of itfelf proclaim its di- 
vine original. 

H The 
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The fame regard which the church pays 
to this prayer in her publick fervices, doth 
it become every pious Chriftian to pay to 
it in his private devotions. Though, the 
foul pouring outherfelf before her Maker 
in fecret, is left at greater liberty than in 
the great congregation, and is not bound 
by fet forms of human compofition, yet 
even there fhe is not freed from this form, 
and if fhe hath any true judgment of the 
real value of things, will not defire to be* 
Man, retired from the world, may take a 
greater fcope, more explicitly dwell upon 
his wants, and acknowledge his fins ; but, 
after all, he will find them here fummed 
up and epitomized in fuch a manner, and 
in fuch words, as will put the highefl elo- 
quence of man to the blufh* 

As the good man will always ufe thisf 
Prayer, becaufe Chrifl hath commanded it^ 
fo the wife man will ufe it, becaufe he can 
find none that is comparable with it ; it is 
the only Prayer which many, and the befl 
which all can repeat j it is, in a word, that 

. Prayer 



S E R M ON III. 51 

l^rayer which the good Chriftian will re- 
gulate all his devotions by, and which he 
will never omit to make a part of them. 

Thus much obferved in general, I fhall 
make it my bufinefs to fet before you, in as 
plain and practical a manner as poflible, 
the true purport of each part of this divine 
Prayer, to mention the proper afFed:ions, 
and enforce the refpedtive duties which 
ought to accompany our repetition of it, 
beginning with Our Father which art in 
Heaven. In my confideration of which 
words I fhall fhew, 

Firft, In what refpedts God is faid to be 
our Father. 

Secondly, Why we are taught in our 
Prayers to make ufe of the name of Father, 
rather than any other. 

Thirdly, Why we are inftrudied to fay 
our, and not, my Father. 

H 2 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, In what rcfpe6t God is faid 
to be in Heaven. 

Fifthly and laftly. Why we are taught 
to make a particular mention of God's 
refidence in Heaven, in our Prayers. 

One of the refpecfts in which God is faid 
to be our Father, is Creation. This is a 
language ufual even with Heathen writers, 
who acknowledging God to be the Maker 
of the world, do frequently ftile him the 
Father of it ; fuppofing the a6t of Creation 
to be equivalent to that of generation, and 
that we are as much the children of him 
who created us in general, as of that indi- 
vidual perfon who begat us in particular. 
In this refpedt, God is the Father of all 
things, and the generations of the Heaven 
and the Earth, confefs his Paternity ; the 
rain claims him for a Father, and the 
drops of dew declare their having been 
begotten by him ; but in a more emi- 
nent and exalted fenfe he is the Father of 
Man, having created him aftec his own 

image. 
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image ; whence Adam is called the Son of 
God, and Man may more efpepially fay 
with the Prophet, Have we not all one 
Father ? Hath not one God created us? 

Prefervation is another reafopi for our 
calling God Father, and the continuation 
of our exiftence a perpetual obligation on 
us to make ufe of that name. If the firft 
giving of being is a proper foundation of 
Paternity, the prefervation of that Beings 
which is not improperly ftiled a Continued 
Creation, muft be a foundation of Pater- 
nity likewife^ fo that God, who is our 
Father in right of having gracioufly created 
us, is ftill farther fb, in right of having 
no lefs gracioufly preferved us. 

Redemption is another reafon for our 
calling God Father. The difobedience of 
our firft parents brought themfelves and 
their pofterity into fo miferable an eftate, 
their nature was fo corrupted, their un- 
derftanding fo darkened, and their will fb 
perverfe, that it was impoffible for them 

to 
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to fulfill the law of nature, and without 
fulfilling it, it was abfolutely certain, that 
they muft faH into condemnation. In this 
deplorable condition, the mercy of God 
regarded us ; he made a covenant with his 
only begotten Son, rfxat he fhould come 
into the world, and die for mankind, and, 
upon the merit of that, cancel the hand- 
writing of the law, which bore fb hard 
upon us; that he fhould afford us eafier con- 
ditions, greater afliftances, and more glo- 
rious promifes, that he fhould deprive Sin 
of her flrength, fwallow up Death in Vic- 
tory, and lead Captivity captive; that he 
fhould redeem us from the claim of Hell, 
and reinilatc us in our title to the joys of 
Heaven. Fcm- this reafon therefore it is 
alfo, that we confefs the Paternity of God, 
•rfiat we joyfully look upon our Creator and 
Preferver as amiably cloathed with the 
mercies of a Redeemer, and as thereby ac- 
quiring a frefh title to the name of Father, 
in that he hath begotten us from the death 
of Sin, unto the life of Righteoufnefs. 

4 

Re- 
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Regeneration i$ another reafon for our 
calling God Father. In refpedt of Crea- 
tion, and Prefervation, all things in gene- 
ral may call upon God by this name ; in 
rcfped of thofe many excellent endow-* 
ments by which human nature is exalted 
above the inferior parts of the creation, and 
in which ihc bears the image of God, the 
whole race of men may with equal pro- 
priety make ufe of this appellation } and 
the Paternity arifing from Redemption is as 
univerfal as the Satisfaction of Chrift, who 
died for all men ; but in refpeft of Rege- 
neration, no one can call God Father, who 
is not aftually entered into the Gofpel 
Covenant, and become a member of Jefus 
Chrift, who hath not been fprinkled with 
the lavcr of Regeneration, and fandificd 
by the Holy Ghoft ; whofoever believeth 
that Jefus is the Chrift, is born of God, 
If we confider indeed the wonderful altera- 
tion which is made in us by the gracious 
operations of God's holy Spirit in our Re- 
generation, how thoroughly we are puri- 
fied when baptized with the Holy Ghoft 

and 
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and with fire> upon what different prln-* 
ciples we think, fpeak, and z&, we ihall 
readily fee that fuch an alteration may 
juftly be ftiled a new birth, we who have 
undergone it new Creatures, and God who 
hath perfefted it in us> and created us ^n 
good works unto Chrift Jefus, upon this 
account alfo a Father to us. 

Adoption is another reafbn for our calling 
God Father. It hath been ufual among 
men, for thofe who are childlefs to adopt 
the children of others, and to confer the 
fame obligations on, and expert the fame 
affeftion and obedience from them, as if 
they were their own offspring. Thus hath 
God dealt with us ; he hath predeftinated 
us to the adoption of Children, by Jefus 
Chrift, to himfelf, and hath given us the 
fpirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba,p 
Father. But the motives on which men 
adopt children, and thofe on which God 
adopts us, are widely different. They fly 
to adoption as the laft refource and comfort 
of their folitary condition, as an artificial 

means 
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means of fupplying themfelves with what 
Nature hath denied them^ and in expe(^a* * 
Uon of pleafure and hlefiing to thcttifclves* 
Whereas God hath adopted us^ not for hi$ 
own, but for our fake ; not that he may be 
a Father, but that we may be children; 
the love is all his, the advantage all our 
own. 

Having thus feen in what rej(pe6ls we 
call God Father, I proceed. Secondly, to 
ihew. Why we are taught in our prayers to 
make ufe of the name of Father, rather 
th^ any other. 

If we confider with what affedlions of 
the mind our prayers ought always to be 
^companied, with what humility and re* 
verenc?e, with what love and confidence, 
with what rcfolution of fubmiflion and 
obedience, we fhall find that no other 
nanoe could fo naturally infpire us with 
them, as this of Father. The idea of Om- 
nipotence is great and terrible, and, ab- 
iiradledly cpnfidered, will indeed fuffici* 

I ently 
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ently excite our humUity and reverence, but 
by no means our love. The idea of infinite 
Goodnefs is truly amiable and lovely, but, 
confidered in itfelf, not at all calculated to 
raife in us humility and fear. The idea 
of perfed Juftice will breed defpair, and 
the confideration of infinite Mercy create 
prefumption rathei^ than confidence. 'Eter- 
nity and Immenfity ftrike us with admira- 
tion, but are above our comprehenfion ; 
and perfect Holinefs and Purity, though 
exceeding lovely in themfelves, are too 
bright and dazzling for the eyes of finnersv. 
But in the name of Father all thefe per- 
felons of the Deity are colledlively un- 
derftood, as centered in the fame perfon, 
as moving in the moft perfedl harmony, 
as being in fad: the fame fimple eflence 
difplaying itfelf feveral ways, and demand- 
ing of us feveral affedtions* 

Humility and reverence are expreflions 
of refpedt, which all good children pay to 
their earthly parents, and which, if they 
are fincere when they call God Father, 

they 
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they muft in a much greater degree pay to 
him. His adorable Majefly, his incom- 
prehenfible greatnefs, and Almighty Power, 
demand this of us. There is nothing 
which more powerfully works upon us to 
love any perfon, than his having conferred 
favours on us, and given us expreflions of 
his good will and afFedtion ; and the greater 
his good will appears to be, the greater 
the favours are which we receive, the 
greater in proportion fhould our love be to 
him. Now, as there is no perfon who 
hath conferred upon us, in any comparifon, 
fb great benefits as God, fo there is no 
name fo proper to remind us of them, as 
this of Father, whirfi prefents him to our 
thoughts at once as our Creator, Preferver, 
and Redeemer, as regenerating us by his 
holy Spirit, and adopting us in his blefled 
Son ; and confequently no name is fo pro- 
per to excite in us that ardent Jove and af- 
fedion which God requires. 

Upon coming into the prefence of a 
God, who declares himfelf of purer eyes - 
I z than 
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than to behold iniquity, finners fhould no^ 
turally tremble and defpair ^ but the namd 
of Father conveys to us fo tender an idea^ 
as calms our terrors, and infpires hope and 
confidence, teaching us, that if our Fathers, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto their children, how much more (halt 
our Father which is in Heaven, give to thoie 
who call upon him ? But notwithftanding 
the name of Father gives us fo favourable 
im idea, yet there is in it fufficient awe and 
dignity to excite and claim our obedience* 
Parents after the fleih love their children^r 
liften to their petitions, forgive their faultS;i 
and relieve their wants 5 but parents after 
the flefh expedt alfo to be obeyed ; and id 
does God ; we have no. title to his mercy 
till we endeavour, by a fincere^^ though im- 
perfeiSt, obedience, to fatisfy his Juftice, 

When we afk any favours of our ac- 
quaintance, and meet v^ith a denial, we are 
apt to harbour a refentment againft them, 
and to impute their refufal to indifference, 
pride, ill-nature, or fuch like imotives; 

but 
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but when our parentssi dttny om requeft^ 
we feel no fuch refentinents, we are well 
&tisfied of their love> and repute even thek 
denial an argument of it. Thus> when 
we offer up our prayers to God, we are^ 
by making ufe of the name of Father^ 
taught the moil profound fubmiilion and 
reiignation, committing the fuccefs of ouc 
prayers entirely to his pleafure, and de-* 
termining to look on the aiHiftions which 
he lays on us as Fatherly corredbidns, and 
on the things which he withholds from u^^ 
as fuch which it is mote our intereft to 
want than to obtain. Thus we fee, that 
the reafon why we are taught in our prayers 
to make ufe of the name of Father, rather 
than any other, is, becauie that name is 
more proper than any other to fet before 
us the mercies we have received, and in- 
fpire us with fuch affedipns, ^ ought to 
fendify our jw^ayers. 

The next thing in courfe is to enquire. 
Why we are taught in our prayers to fay 
cur, and not my Father. 

We 
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We are the children of God only in an 
improper fenfe, and as the phrafe of gene- 
ration is applied unto feveral adls of the 
fame nature with, or is attended with the 
fame confequences as generation in its pro- 
per fenfe. But Chrift is truly and properly 
the Son of God, by a true and proper ge- 
neration ; we are fons in fuch a manner as 
to have our fon(hip in common with others, 
fo that any other part of the creation may 
join with us in calling upon God as a 
Father ; and therefore we fay ^i^r Father. 
Ghrift is a Son in fuch a manner, that no 
one can call God Father in the fame fenfe 
which he does ; and therefore my Father 
feems an exprcflion which, though not im- 
proper in our mouths, is yet moft proper 
in his. 

In Scripture our Lord feems defignedly 
induftrious to diftinguifti between our Son- 
fhip and his own, never in his difcourfes 
of his relation to God, faying, our^ but 
my Father ; never, in his difcourfes of our 
relation to God, faying our^ hyxtyour Father, 

unlefs 
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tinlefs in this prayer; where we are to be 
fuppofed as the fpeakers, exclufive of him 5 
fo that this diflference of expreffion feems 
to be a diftind:ion between the true, proper, 
and eternal generation of the Son of God, 
and the improper generation of the creature 
born in time. 

In regard to pradlice, we are taught to 
fay ouTy and not my Father, to inculcate the 
duty of an univerfal love and charity to all 
mankind, and 'that it is incumbent on us to 
extend our prayers to all perfons whatfo- 
ever, praying not only for our relations and 
friends, but alfo for our enemies, perfecu- 
tors, and flanderers, that it may pleafe God 
to forgive them, and to turn their hearts. 
We are all the children of the fame 
Father, we have all one Creator and Pre- 
ferver, and ought therefore to exercife an 
univerfal charity, in imitation of God's 
univerfal Providence, who caufeth the fun 
to rife, and the rain to defcend both upon 
the juft and the unjuft. But a more 'par- 
ticular love is due to our fellow Chriftians i 

for 
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for thefe wc ought to pray with die grcateft 
jseal, with thefe we ought to live in the 
moft perfe<a harmony, and as we are th« 
phildren of one Father, namely, God, and 
the members of one Body, namely, Chrift, 
(b ought we to have but .one heart, and 
one mind. 

On the whole therefore, if when we fay 
wr Father, our hearts are filled with hu- 
mility and reverence, with love and confi- 
dence, with fubmiflion and obedience, with 
charity and benevolence, we may with good 
reafon conclude, that we are properly qua- 
. lified to repeat thefe words, that we are 
indeed God's Children, and he our Father, 
But on tlie contr^, if our hearts are 
puflFed up with pride and haughtinefs, funk 
into indifference, or overcome with diflruft, 
if there lurk in u? any feeds of difcontenf 
and difobedience to God, of envy, hatreds 
malice, or uncharitablenefs to man, thi9 
name will but aggravate our guilt, and in- 
creafe our condenmation, in that fo great 
piercies vouchfafed to us by God, and pre-^ 

fented 
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ttntcd to our thoughts by the name of 
Father, have had no greater tSeA on us, 
nor been fufiicient to root out thofe paf- 
fions, which are diredtly repugnant to his 
nature* To come into God's prefence with 
thfe name of Fathef in our mouths, unlefs 
we have the affeftions flowing from it ever 
warm at our hearts, and influencing our 
lives, is a piece of hypocrify which cannot 
lye hid from God's infinite knowledge, nor 
efcape his perfed: juftice. The mention 
of this name, at the fame time it reminds 
us of what God has done for us, fhould 
remind us of what we ought, in obedience 
to himij to do for ourfelves ; and then only 
can we properly call God our Father, 
when we fincerely endeavour to approve 
ourfelves his children. 

The next part of this divine prdyer 
which comes under confideration, prefents 
God to our minds as being in Heaven. 

Thefe words, which art in Heaven, are 
not defigned to limit or confine the. divine 

K ©ature. 
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nature, to fay here it is, and there it is 
not, but to breed in us a due apprehenfion 
and efteem of God's Majefty. 

In regard of his natural or effential pre- 
fence, he fills all his works, and is prefent 
with the whole creation ; he knoweth our 
down-fitting and our up-rifing, he under- 
ftandeth our thoughts long before, he is 
about our path and about our bed, and 
fpieth out all our ways ; if we climb vtp 
into Heaven, he is there, if we go down 
to hell, he is there alfo ; no time or place, 
no aftion, word, or thought, are fo fecret 
as to exclude him ; the inmoft recefles of 
the heart lye open to his view, a6d by 
the neceflary perfedlion of his nature he 
is intimately prefent with the miriutefl 
particle of his works. 

In regard of his gracious prefeftce, God 
is faid to be prelent with good men, to 
dwell in their hearts, and to take up his 
refidence with them that are of an humble 
aiid contrite spirit ; in regard of this, he 
* draws 
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draws near to us when we do any thing to 
pleafe him^ and departs from us when we 
oiFend hira^ 

In regard of his Majeftick prefence, 
which we are to underftand in the words 
under cofiiideration, he is Taid to be in 
Heaven, becaufe he there affords brighter 
manifeftations of his glory 5 he from thence 
ifTues out the decrees of his Providence, 
and lays open the purpofe and defign of his 
difpenfations ; he there fhines forth in that 
fuUnefs of majefty, in that brightnefs of 
perfection, which we can but faintly ima- 
gine here, and the admiration of which 
will be part of our happy employment 
itereafter. 

It remains for us to enquire, laftly. For 
what purpofes we are taught in our prayers 
to make mention of our Father's being in 
Heaven. Thefe are to breed in us a pro- 
per notion of his all-perfedt nature, to 
teach us that his ways are above our ways, 
and his thoughts above our thoughts as far 
K2 as 



68 SERMON III. 

as is the Heaven above the earth, to give 
us awful apprehenfions of that Being whofe 
throne is in Heaven, and the earth is his 
footftool ; to deter us from meafuring the 
arm of Omnipotence by that of humanity, 
to compare the eternal God by mortal man, 
to inftrud: us always to bear in mind the 
vaft difference between our earthly parents, 
and our Father which is in Heaven. This 
part of the prayer is moft admirably calcu- 
lated to infpire us with the moft hearty and 
unfeigned fincerity, with the moft full and 
abfolute reliance on God, with the moft 
thorough contempt of this, and ardent ex-i 
pe(5tation of another life, 

One man cannot look into the heart of 
another, but muft be contented to judge 
by appearances ; fo that a well conduced 
hypocriiy may gain a child as great ad- 
vantages from an earthly parent, as the 
moft unfeigned fincerity. But our Father 
which is in Heaven cannot be fo deceived, 
for the Lord feeth not as man feeth ; mah 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart. 

Our 
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Our earthly parents are £0 unftable in 
their afFedtions, fo weak in their under- 
Handing, fo contracted in their abilities, 
fo fhort in their duration, that no certain 
dependance is to be had on them ; but our 
Father which is in Heaven, is in his love 
and goodnefs fixt and immutable, in know- 
ledge infinite, in power almighty, in du- 
ration eternal, fo that on him, and him 
only we can place a folid and reaibnable 
confidence* 

There is nothing more proper than the 
confideration of our Father's being in 
Heaven to wean our aflFedtions from this 
world, and make us gaip after the next ; 
it reminds us of the Ihortnefs and uncer- 
tainty of earthly things, where we have 
no continuing city, and that an inheritance 
is to be fought by us in Heaven 5 for our 
Father is in Heaven, and where he is there 
ihould we defire to be alfo, 

• 

I Ihall conclude this difcourfe with fum- 
ming up the full fenfe of the words we 
jiave been confidering, according to the 

explication 
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explication given of them, and which, by 
way of Paraphrafe, may run thus : 

O, thou great and gracious Being, who 
haft purchafed to thyfelf the name of 
Father of all men and things by Creation 
and Prefervation, of all men in general by 
Redemption, and of all Chriftians in par- 
ocular by Regeneration and Adoption, who 
haft all the perfeftions which an earthly 
parent can have in an infinite degree, and 
art entirely free from all their blemifhes, 
who, in refpeft of the difFufion of thy pre- 
fence, art every where, in refped of the 
operations of thy grace doft dwell in good 
men, and in refpedt of the manifeftation 
of thy Majefty art faid to be in Heaven, 
we come before Thee, as commanded by 
thy blefled Son, to petition for the relief 
of our wants, and the pardon of our fins, 
bringing with us thofe aifeftions which 
the confideration of a Father, and of a 
Father which is in Heaven, ought to breed 
in the breafts of his children. When we 
confider thy infinite Majefty, Power, and 
Juftice, we are ftruck with the moft pious 

humility. 
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humility, reverence, and fear, are aiSuatcd 
with the moft firm refolutions of obedience; 
when we contemplate thy goodnefs, wif- 
dom, and knowledge, we feel the moft ex- 
alted fentiments of love and gratitude, fub- 
miflion and refignation, confidence and 
iincerity ; when we refled: on thy example 
we are infpired with an univerfal love and 
charity for all men; when we confider 
that the Heavens are thy habitation, we 
look with indifference on things of this 
life, and defire to enjoy complete happinefs 
with thee in Heaven ; and in order to en- 
fure ourfelves a place there, we make thefc 
affections the ruling principles of our lives 
and converfations ; we always fet thy ex- 
ample before our eyes, and make, as chil- 
dren ought, the imitation of our Father's 
perfections the chief ftudy of our thoughts, 
the chief purport of our words, the chief 
bufinefs of our actions, the chief happinefs 
of our lives. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 



SERMON 



SERMON IV. 



Matthew vL 9th* 



Hallowed be thy Name. 

OU R Saviour having diredled his dif- 
ciples to w^hom they were to offer 
their prayers, and by what name more 
efpecially they fhould approach him, pro-* 
ceeds to diredt them likewife for what 
things they fhould pray to him, and in 
what order their petitions fhould be pre- 
fented, beginning with, *^ Hallowed be thy 
Nanae." A petition which, as it naturally 
Strifes out of the words which went before, 
fo doth it very properly precede and obtain 
the preference over all that follow after, 

L When 
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When we receive any great and material 
, cbligations from Man, when we are un-* 
oJcpeftedly relieved from any great diftrefs, 
or delivered from any impending danger^ 
the firft motion of the foul is all hurry and. 
confufion, a mixture of pain and pleafure 
rather to be felt than defcribed. But when 
tiiefe firft tranfports are over, when Reafon 
refumes her feat, and Reflexion fucceeds, 
4he firft enquiry of a grateful foul is this : 
I have received an obligation, how fhall I 
return it ? If that appears impoffible, all 
that a generous benefactor will require, all 
that a grateful foul can do, and more than 
{he can fometimes exprefs, is to acknow- 
ledge her obligations, and to fay, I thank 
thee* 

Thus It IS between us and God t when 
we have thoroughly weighed and examined 
the great and material benefits conferred 
on u« by God, and ftrongly conveyed to 
our minds, by the name of Father, when 
we view him at once as creating us out of 
the duft of the earth, as preferving that 

being 
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bdng which he gave, and fafely conducting 
us through all the ftorms of life, as re- 
deeming us from the claim of Hell, rege- 
nerating us by his blelTed Spirit, and 
adopting us in his blelTed Son, all is joy, 
all is wonder, expreffing itfelf in the words 
of the Pfalmift, Lord, what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him, and the Son of 
man^ that diou rcgardeft him ? Upon cooler 
recolledlion, gratitude induces »s to think 
of making fome return, and to Qry out. 
What reward ihall I give unto the Lord 
for all the benetfts he hath done unto me ? 
What reward fhalt thou give unto him in- 
deed ! Thy intentions are good, but never 
to be executed. The mercies of God are 
as much above any returns of thine, as they 
are above thy deferts. Thy Wealth is 
Poverty, thy Power Weaknefs, and thy, 
Wifdom Folly in the fight of God^ Pru- 
dently then, and pioufly, content thyfelf 
with acknowledging his goodnefs, and fet- 
ting his mefcies ever before thine eyes, 
with faying, in the lively and grateful elo- 
quence of the Pfalmift, Praife the Lord, 
L 2 O my 
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O my foul, and all that is within fnc praife 
his holy name I Praife the Lord, O my 
foul, and forget not all his benefits; O 
God, our God, our Father which art in 
Heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. 

The order in which this petition ftands 
doth very properly point out to us what all 
of us' muft know, and yet many of us are 
very apt, and too willing to forget, that 
the glory of God ought to be the great and 
chief purfuit of man. It is apparent, that 
whatfoever hath a right to our firft confi- 
deration in our prayers, fhould have the 
fame preference in our lives and converfa- 
lions. Man may indeed, and too often 
doth divert and amufe himfelf with vain 
and idle purfuits, with worfhipping idols 
of his own creation, and following phan- 
toms which he himfelf hat^ formed, but 
he can have ho folid and rational views, 
which have not a regard to, and do not 
ultimately terminate in, the glory of God ; 
' that moft noble and lively principle, » that 

moft 



S E R M O N IV. 77 

moft worthy and happy end of all his 
a£tions. 

The defign of God in the creation of 
the world was the glory of the Creator, 
knd the good of the Creature ; and then 
only doth the Creature attain to the utmoft 
perfection of his nature, when both thefe 
ends are happily anfwered. But the mif- 
<fortune is, that thefe things, which in the 
defign of the Deity, and in the nature of 
things, are ftridlly and infeparably con- 
nefted and united, become divided by the 
folly and corruption of man, and are con- 
iidered as incompatible, as two diftindt and 
.oppofite purfuits, of which both are not 
attainable ; and it is plain to be feen by the 
practice of the world, how much weight 
the glory of God will have with us, and 
how far it will influence our actions, when 
once it comes to be confidered as incon- 
fiftent with, and oppofite to, what we 
imagine to be our happinefs. 

The 
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The greater part of mankind calling in- 
clination reafon, and corruption happincfs, 
diredt their courfe to fome diftant goal, 
where imaginary happinefs takes up her 
abode. J whilft the wifer and the happier 
few purfue the rond which leads to the 
glory of God, and to the only true, folid, 
and lafting happinefs of man. Our wife 
Creator, well acquainted with the nature 
of the Creature which he had made, con- 
trived to implant in us a principle more 
quick and powerful to advance his glory 
than gratitude itfelf, when he made the 
fame means which conduced to his glory, 
neceiTary to our own happinefs ; and that 
man who leads a religious and Chriftian life, 
doth at the fame time give glory to God, 
which is the one end of his creation, and 
procure happinefs to himfelf, which is the 
other. 

Thus much obferved in general, I pro- 
ceed more particularly, to confider the 
petition before us, and fhall fhew, 

Firft, 
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Firft, What we arc to underftand by 
God's Name. And, 

Secondly, How we are to Hallow it. 

By the Name of God we are to under- 
ftand, in the firft and moft impgrtant fenfe 
of the word, his all-perfe6t nature. Names 
are impofed on things to diftinguifli them 
from each other, by conveying to us as 
clear an apprehenfion as poffible of their 
nature. But God is a Being fo infinitely 
tranfcendent above all other, that no one 
name can give us any adequate -conception 
of him, and the whole fojce of words is 
infuflSicient to • fet before us God in that 
fuUnefs of glory which dwells effentially 
in him. To raife our thoughts, however, 
as near as poffible to the Deity, he is in 
Scripture fet forth to us under feveral titles, 
expreffive of the feveral ways in which his 
all-perfedt nature difplays itfelf to man. 
Could any one word convey to us a proper 
notion of God's nature, that would be his 
napie ; but as this is impofjible, we muft 

by 



8o S E R M ON W. 

by his nanie nec^flarily underftand wliat- 
ever perfedtions we l^now to be effen^aJ 
to hinii whether manifefted in his works, 
or rjBveakd to us in His wofd^ under Jipw* 
many different titles foever* 

By the naine of God in a fecondary fcufc^ 
we are to underfitand whatever hath an im- 
mediate relation to him ) as the times and 
plac^ iet ;^apart for his f^rvice, thofe holy 
writings in which ar^ contained the reve- 
lations of his wUl ; the perfons appointed 
to minifter in his fervice^ and the revenues 
all6€ted for their maintenance. 

To hallpw the name of God, in which 
(bever of thefe fenfes we take it, cannot 
fignify to confer any holinefs upon it. In 
holinefs, as in his other adorable perfec- 
tions, 'Gpd is infinite; nor is it in our 
power to. diminifli therefrom, or make any 
addition thereto ; and thofe things which 
bear forae peculiar relation to God, are 
holy merely upon that account, and not 
according to the opinion which men may 

have. 
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have, or the ufes they may make of them. 
It is not therefore for his pwn fake, or any 
advantage, any frefh increafe of glory and 
holinefs accruing thereby to him, that God 
hafh made the hallowing his name our duty, 
but for a pf opf qf our love, gratitude, and 
jobedience, and as a necelT^ry quali^cation 
to prepare us for being fvibje(9:s of his 
kingdop^. When therefore, we entertain 
hi^h and worthy notions of God's nature; 
when we acknowledge hi$ infinite perfec- 
tions, and ^Qi agreeably to fuch acknow- 
ledgments, viewing and adoring at a dif- 
tance his natural attributes, approaching 
to and imitating his moral, when we keep 
our mouths from profane curfing and 
fwearing, and never mention the name of 
the high and holy One but with awe and 
reverence, piety and devotion ; when we 
make God's glory the firft principle, the 
chief end of all our thoughts, words, and 
actions, and let the defire of hallowing his 
holy name ftand foremoft in our hearts, as 
it doth in the petitions of this prayer, then 

M do 
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do we hallow as we^ ought the name (jf 
God, as it fignifies his nature. 

When we efteem thofe things which 
bear any relation to God according to the 
dignity of him to whom they belong, and 
apply them to the purpofes for which they 
were defigned, when we rightly confider 
them as appointed by God to receive part 
of that reverence which we owe to him, 
and which he looks upon as paid to him- 
felf, when we hallow the times and places 
fet apart for his fervice by a conftant at- 
tendance and devout behaviour ; the Scrip- 
tures, by defending them on all occafions 
againft the cavils and objedtions of infidels 
or evil-minded brethren, by efteeming them 
the word of God containing all things iie- 
ceflary to falvation, by diligently and de- 
voutly reading and meditating on them, 
and by giving them all honour in our con- 
verfation, forbearing to make a jeft of them, 
which is the praftice of unbelievers, or to 
take a j eft out of them, which is the practice 
of many who gratify what they call wit 

at 
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at the expence of decency and religion, 
when we hallow the perfons appointed to 
minifter in his fervice by a proper regard 
of their fundtion, a due attention to their 
inftrudtions, and a practical obfervance of 
them, and their revenues by a cheerful and 
punctual payment of them whenever they 
are due, we do then hallow as we ought 
the name of God, according to the fe- 
condary explication here given of it. 

Was it in our power to make any addi- 
tion to the Holinefs of God's Nature, or 
to add to his eflcntial Glory in any refpedt 
whatfoever, certainly in point of gratitude 
we ought to do it, nay fliould be exceeding 
glad that we are able to make fome return 
for the mercies we have received at his 
hands. As there is no pleafure which is 
more fincere, no virtue which conveys 
greater delight along with it than the re- 
turning of obligations, unlefs it is the 
conferring them, what a delightful piece 
of fervice muft it be to a generous foul 
to indulge her gratitude to God, and in 
M 2 fome 
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fome meafurc acquit herfclf oF her obliga-- 
tions, by hallowing his nariic. The fa- 
tisfadtion arifing herefrom would be cheap- 
ly bought, though the performance wa^ 
laborious and difficult; and the delight 
refulting from the adion, when accom- 
pliftied, would amply overpay all the la- 
bour undergone in the accomplifhmenf 
of it. 

Suppofing then, that to hallow God*s 
name was a laborious tafk, whereas it is 
nloft eafy and pleafant, and that it was pro- 
fitable to God, but not in the leafl to our- 
felves, gratitude fhould even then be fuffi-* 
cient to induce us to perform it. Our fincere 
hallowing of God's name doth not render 
him one whit more holy, who is in him- 
felf holy above all that is called holy ; doth 
not render him in the leaft more glorious, 
who is in himfeif great above all glory ; 
our becoming faithful fubjeds of his king- 
dom doth not at all encreafe his dominion, 
who in the right of his own eflential per- 
fedions ruleth over all; nor our zealous 

performance 
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performance of^ and fubmiffion to> his 
will, make aiiy addition to his authority 
who doeth whatfoever he will iii Heaven 
and in earth. It is for our oWn fakes 
therefore that we are taught dius to pray, 
and required thus to aft ; that by fo doing 
We may render ourfclves proper objects of 
God's goodnefs, and partake of the blelfed 
effed:s of his beneficence. 

Notwithftanding all this, how few are 
there, if we look into the world, who are 
Worthy repeaters of this petition, who 
haillow the name of God as they ought. 
Some, and thofe not a few in this right 
honourable age of infidelity, wholly deny 
the Being of a God ; others allow him in- 
deed a bare exiftence, but impioufly ftrip 
him of his attributes, and deny his Pro- 
vidence; whilft many who profefs the 
Chriftian faith, and call themfelves the 
children of God, dishonour him by their 
wicked and profligate life, and bring into 
contempt, and caufe to be evil fpoken of, 
that holy name whereby they are called. 

Never 
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^^4 polite i&nner rieed to do now to eftablifh 
hfB repiidetjoi) of wit, and be deemed the 
liero^ of ^l polit€ AiTen^blies is tp get rid 
of Religion ^ fpop ^s pofiible, to fet Con- 
jfcience at de^apcp, to deny the ^ejing of 
Providence of Gpd^ to laugh ^ the S^ripr 
tares, deride QxkI'js Ordinances^ profja^e 
his name, and ra^ly his Miniftry« Tlw^ 
qualiEed, the wp4d is his own, l^c carr^ 
^i before him> and if h^ ^v^ meet wixk 
pppoiition from ig^e fii^cere Chriftian w^ 
is truly Religious, ai>d caimot brook to 
hear the nan^e pf hi® Maker treated wit^ 
contempt, why he defpifes and derides ]the 
poor fuperftitious Fool, and fuperlatively 
happy in liioifelf laughs at the Argui;aent 
which he cannot anfwscr. 

Much were it to be wifhed that ,rijc 
Character here drawn was imaginary, o^ 
art leaft uncommon, but I am a^-^id .the 
«;xperience of all prefent will ajQUre thq^i 
it is too real, too frequent. 

Ifliall 
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I iliall difmifs my Confideration of this 
Petition by ferioufly exhorting every Good 
Chriftian to extend his regards to his felr 
low-creatures, to endeavour to propagate a 
due veneration of God's holy Name, not 
only by the goodnefs of his life, and the 
fincerity of his Prayers, but alib by giving 
his advicie, and exerting his authority. It 
is naturally implied in the words of this 
petition, that we hallow God's name our-*- 
felves, and promote it in others, as much 
as lies in our power ; and if we are defi- 
cient as to ourfelves, or negligent as to 
others, every time we repeat this petition^ 
we incur the cenfure and punifhment due 
to hypocrify. 

There are it is to be feared, many well- 
meaning and fincere Ghriftians, who thro* 
fear of laughter, imputation of Angularity, 
and cenfure of hypocrify, forbear to re^ 
buke and exprefs their diflike to thofe 
many ways, by which God's name is dif- 
honoured in moft converfations. But furely 
if it is becoming, if it is the duty of a man 
N to 
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to vindicate the charadter of his friend, ftill 
more becoming, ftill more the duty muft it 
be of every Chriftian to defend the honour 
of his God ; efpecially as thofe vvrho pro- 
fane it will be apt to conftrue filence into 
approbation, and think thofe fecretly for 
them, who are not openly againft them. 
Now that religion is at fo low an ebb, 
every difciple of Chrift, who hath at heart 
the honour of his Mafter, ought to difplay 
the banners of Chriftianity abroad, to de- 
clare open war againft wickednefs and vice, 
to confider himfelf as accountable to God 
for his backwardnefs in rebuking his pro- 
feft enemies, and to look upon himfelf 
as a light which is to give light to all 
that are in the houfe, and in confequence 
of fuch confiderations, to let his light fo 
fhine before men, that they may fee his 
good works, and glorify his Father which 
is in Heaven. 

Now to God the. Father, &c. 
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Matthew vi. loth. 



^by Kingdom come. 

WERE we but once thoroughly con- 
vinced of the exiftence of a God, 
and of the great benefits which we have 
received at his hands,' did we but confider, 
know, and acknowledge him to be our 
Father which is in Heaven, and fufFer fuch 
confiderations to have their due weight and 
proper efFe<ft upon us, to incline us to re- 
verence his name, and render it holy and 
refpedtable among men, the next ilep 
would be our repeating as we ought, this 
Petition. 

N 2 Thy 
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Thy Kingdom come. The great and ma- 
terial advantages of being under the imme- 
diate infpedtion and government of an all- 
wife, powerful, juft and gracious King, 
are fo evident, that nothing but a dege- 
nerate and corrupted nature, nothing but a 
partial underftanding blindly fubmitting to 
the irregular dictates of a perverfe will 
could prevent our feeing, acknowledging, 
purfuing, and praying for them. Moft 
men, however, thus biaffed from their 
natural redtitude, fet up the throne of ex- 
travagant pafSons in their hearts, inftead 
of chearfuUy and jo)Hfully fubmitting to 
the fceptre of God; like the rebellious 
Jews, crying out for a King, when indeed 
the Lord their God was their King. 

As this arifes in a great meafure from a 
total ignorance of the nature of the King- 
dom here prayed for, I (hall fhew what 
tvc are to underftand here by the Kingdom 
of God, and what we mean by the coming 
of that Kingdom; concluding with men- 
tioning 
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tioning thoie afFedions with which this 
Petition ought always to be attended. 

The Kingdom of God in Scripture is 
taken in feveral fenfes. Sometimes it means 
his natural* or providentral Kingdom, or 
that univerfal dominion which he exercifes 
over all things, and which is the neceii^ry 
refult of all his perfedl nature. 

In this fenfe holy David declares, thine, 
O Lord, is the greatnefs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the vi<Slory, and the 
majefly ; for all that is in the Heaven, 
and in the Earth, is thine; thine is the 
Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted 
as head above all. - 

Sdmetimes it means the Kingdom of 
grace, or the difpenfation of the Mefliah. 

This is called the Kingdom of God, be- 
caufe though he doth not fet up an outward 
and vifible government, as in the Mofaick 
•difpenfation, yet he rules inwardly in the 

hearts 
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hearts and minds of thofe who are entered 
into the Gofpel Covenant. This is the 
moft common acceptation of the phrafe in 
the New Teftament. But it fometimes 
fignifies alfo the Kingdom of God's Glory, 
or that happy ftate into which at the day 
of Judgment, he fhall receive, and in 
which he fhall govern his faints for ever. 

Of this Kingdom our Saviour fpeaks, 
faying, then fhall the King fay unto them 
on his right hand. Come ye blefTed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the beginning of the world. 

Having thus feen in what general accep- 
tations the Kingdom of God is taken in 
Scripture, let us next confider in which of 
thefe it is to be underflood ii> this petition. 

As to the providential Kingdom of God, 
it is founded upon the perfedlion of his 
nature; and as that perfedtion is unalte- 
rably the fame, fo mufl the dominion re- 
fulting from it be unalterable likewife, ca- 
pable 
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j>able neither of addition or diminution; 
and therefore we cannot here have any re- 
ipeft to that kingdom. 

The kingdom of Grace is capable of 
increafe, both by the coming in of thofe 
who do not now believe, and by fuch a 
bleffed alteration in thofe who do, that 
they may walk according to their profef- 
iion. 

The kingdom of Glory is capable of in- 
creafe; both by receiving thofe who do 
now, and fhall hereafter lead a godly life 
in the ftate of grace, and by admitting 
thofe who are already departed out of this 
life in the fear of God, to a greater fliare 
of Glory, than they at prefent enjoy. In 
this petition therefore we have regard to 
thefe two kingdoms of grace and glory. 

Though the kingdom of Grace is in fad 
but an introdudlion to that of Glory, and 
the kingdom of Glory the higheft difpen- 
fation of God's grace, yet are they in fome 

things 
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things diiFcrent both as to the manner of 
the adminiftration, and the condition of 
the fubjedts. 

In the kingdom of Grace we are in a 
ftate of tryal, liable to be drawn away by 
the deceit of the world, the flefh, and the 
Devil, liable to pain and forrow, to the 
fears of lofing what few comforts we en- 
joy, and to the troublefome certainty of 
leaving them if they leave not us ; in the 
kingdom of Glory we are in a ftate of fe- 
cure and perfedt felicity, our crown is 
fixt upon our heads too firm to be fhaken, 
the flowers which bloom therein fhall 
always continue frefh; Sin fhall be dif- 
armcd of her fting, and Death be fwallowed 
up in Vi<3:ory. 

In the kingdom of Grace, the good and 
the bad are mixed together, revvards and 
punifhments are unequally diftributed, and 
the worldly condition of the greateft finner 
is preferable to that of the moft jighteous 
man on earth ; but in the kingdom of 

Glory 
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'Glory the good fliall be feijarated from the 
bad ; thofe who have been faithful fervants 
of their Lord fhall be diftinguHhed from 
the wicked and rebellious; the glorified 
Saint fhall no longer be the companion of 
the incorrigible Sinner ; the latter fhall be 
affigned over to everlafling punifhment, 
and the former received into that glorious 
kingdom wherein is joy and peace for ever- 
more. 

In the kingdom of Grace, we w'alk by 
Faith, we fee through a glafs darkly, our 
underflanding i^ clouded, our reafon weak, 
and our will perverfe ; we are fcarce able 
to comprehend the mofl obvious things, 
and the ways of God, and the difpenfatidns 
of his Providence, are far above out of our 
fight I but in the kingdom of Glory we 
ihall fee face to face, we fhall know even 
as we are known ; all nature will be laid 
open to our view, and the God of Nature 
himfelf be fully manifefled to us. The 
ways of Providence, which in many re- 
Ipefts appear to us dark, myflerious, and 
O unintel- 
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unintelligible, fhall be then cleared up> 
the cloud which fits upon them at prefent 
will be totdly difpelled^ and they will ap- 
pear to us juft and uniform, worthy of the 
fountain of light from whence they iffued. 
The Nature of God, which in our prefent 
ftate we can have no adequate notion of^ 
will then break forth upon us in its fuUeft 
tide of Glory, and thefe weak and frail 
bodies will be fo much ftrengthiied as to 
be able to fee God and live ; and our fouls 
be fo far exalted above their prefent ftate 
in knowledge, as to be able fully to com- 
prehend, in purity, as to be able perfectly 
to enjoy the glorious object. 

In the kingdom of Grace, upon account 
of our many fins^ and the utter impoffi- 
bility of our making peace with God of 
ourfelves, we are governed by our Me- 
diatour Jefus Chrift ; through the confi- 
deration of whofe meritorious fufFerings and 
cfFe<Shxal interceflion, God overlooks our 
frailties, pardons our fins, and accepts of 
a fincere repentance inilead of a perfei^ 

obedience. 
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ot)edience. But in the kingdom of Glory, 
when we fhall no more be liable to tempt- 
ation and fin, when our corraptible fhall 
have- put on incorraption, and we bear 
the image of the heavenly, as we have 
bom the image of the earthly, there will 
be no occafion for a mediatour, but we fhall 
be governed immediately by God himfelf ; 
the mediatorial office of Chrifl Ihall then 
ceafe, and the kingdom be delivered up to 
God even the Father, and the Son alfb 
himfelf fhall be fubjedt unto him that put 
all things under him, that God may be all 
in all. 

It remains for us to confider, in what 
fenfe we pray that thefe kingdoms of God 
may come. 

For the kingdom of Grace we pray, that 
our hearts and minds may be thoroughly 
fubdued thereto, that we may be worthy 
iiibjedls of Chrifl's kingdom ; that all per- 
fons who are within the Chriflian covenant 
may lead their lives anfwerable thereto, 
O 2 and 
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and every member of Chrift's holy church 
may in his vocation truly and godly fervc 
him ; that God vvrould pleafe to have mercy 
upon all Jev^s, Turks, Infidels, and Here- 
ticks, and take from them all ignorance, 
hardnefs of heart, and contempt of his 
word and commandment, and fo fetch 
them home to his flock, that they may be 
faved among the remnant of the true If- 
raelites, and be made one Fdld under one 
Shepherd Jefus Chrift our Lord,. 

For the kingdom of Glory we pray, that 
God will of his mercy fpeedily releafe us 
from the dangers and troubles of this life, 
and inflate us with himfelf in joy and 
peace, that he will fhortly accompliih the 
number of his eledt, and receive his blefTed 
§^ints into everlalling happinefs, 
•» 

To make us worthy repeaters of this 
petition, it is necefTary that we fliould have 
a due fenfe of God's goodnefs in eflablifh- 
ing a kingdom amongft us, which is 
founded upon fuch mild and eafy condi- 
tions 
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tions as that orCrace, and ftrcngthened 
with fuch great and glorious promifc& as 
that of Glory; we fhould acknowledge 
the great privilege of being under his 
government, whofe every action is di(%ated 
by infinite mercy, and guided by unerring 
wifdom for the benefit of his creatures; 
we fliould entertain all thofe aflFe<3:ions for 
God which good fubjeds have for their 
kings, and perform all thofe duties which 
they pay to them in as much greater a de- 
gree, as God is fuperior to the greateft 
Monarch. We ought alfo, in ufing this 
petition, to have an univerfal love an4 - 
charity for all men, a due fenfe of the 
corruption of manners, of the prevalence 
of infidelity and vice, an holy forrow for 
all who knowing the truth live not up to 
it, and for all who know it not, but walk 
in ignorance and in the fliadow of death. 
And thefe charitable afi^edtions fhould upon 
all occafions break forth into adtion, in- 
fpiring us with a fincere zeal to inftrudt 
the ignorant and reclaim the wicked. 

A glorious 
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A glorious employment this for a reafon- 
able creature, and a neceffary qualification 
to make us true fubje<3:s of that kingdom 
which was founded and is governed by 
Chrift, who ipent his whole life in doing 
good, in converting the Sinner from the 
evil of his ways, .and bringing him to the 
knowledge of God, Chriftianity was never 
intended to be kept in a corner, or confined, 
like the dodtrines of the philofophers, to 
any particular fchool, but to fpread itfelf 
over the face of the whole earth. No one 
therefore can be a worthy fubjedt of Chrift's 
kingdom, who docs not endeavour to ad- 
vance and propagate it. 

It is not to be expected that we fhould, 
like the Apoftles, vifit remote and barba- 
rous nations, fince we have not, as they 
had, the credentials of Miracles to pro- 
duce; but furely it is our indifpenfible 
duty to plant and propagate the Chriftiah 
religion in our own colonies, and as we 
reap their temporal things, to which we 
have I know not what right, to fow in 

them 
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them fpiritual things, to which our reli- 
gion entitles them, without any other con- 
fideration. Had we been more careful to 
'perform our parts in this refpeft, had we 
endeavoured to civilize thofe rude nations, 
and inftil into them the principles of the 
Goipel, we had not fo often lamented their 
virulent cruelty and repeated perfidies. Of 
late years indeed there has been eftablifhed 
among us a moft excellent charity for pro- 
pagating the Gofpel into foreign parts, and 
if the fuck:cfs has not as yet anfwered our 
wilhes, it has been fufficient to quicken 
our endeavours. 

It is evident from Scripture, that before 
the confununatipn of all things Chrift's 
kingdom ihall be univerfal, that the earth 
(hall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the fea, that the king- 
dom fhall be the Lord's, and he (hall go- 
vern the nations. It is our duty therefore 
to advance and hailen, to the utmoft of 
our p6wcr, this happy aera, by approving 
ourfelves true fubjeds of Chrift, and ftriving 

to 
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to ered: his throne in the hearts of others i 
by endeavouring -ouffclves to promote 
Chriftian knowledge at home, and encou- 
raging thofe who ftrive to propagate it 
abroad, adminiftring fuch means to them 
as may render their labours eafy, and pave 
the way for their fuccefs, fo that the word 
of God, and the kingdom of his Chrift, 
may grow mightily and prevail. 

It is our intereft, as well as duty, to 
pray for the coming of Chrift*s kingdom^ 
both in regard of the happy confequences 
attending his univerfal dominion in the 
ftate of Grace, and our fpeedier admiffion 
into that of Glory. Univerfal Happinefs 
muft be the refult of univerfal Chriftianity, 
and the world (hall enjoy uninterrupted 
peace, when that religion which forbids 
jdl the motives to war, is fincerely pro- 
feffed by all; the wolf (hall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard lie down with 
the kid, and the young lion and the fat- 
ling together, and a little child fhall lead 
them. All racking and malevolent paffions 

fhall 
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fiiall then be extinguii^edj all bafe and 
difhoneft anions fh^l then ceafe, and true 
religion (h»l} fyn&^ify the hearts, prefide 
over tius^ a^tionsi and bUfs t}ie lives of all 
men. 

Thus upiv^rfally happy, thus univer61Iy , 
good (h^l the ftate of Grace be, when the 
fallnefs of the Gentiles come in^ aad the 
remnant of Ifrael is gathered together ; and 
as die tii»e of this great reformation is un- 
certain, as it may be even now at pur 
4pors, how nauch is it our d\ity^ how much 
is it our intcreft to contribute every gne pf 
us his mite towards the haftening of thi& 
happy period. 

And do thou, O God, . who feeft how 
low religion is funk, both in our minds 
and practice, be pl^afed to impart to us 
and to all people, fuch portions of thy 
gjrace as aiay purify our hearts, and amend 
our lives ; as may incite us to the conver- 
fion of others, as well as the reformation 
of ourfclves; quicken our endeavours to 

P this 
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this good work, aflift our infirmities, and 
in thy good time crown us with fuccefs, 
and bring all mankind under the dominion 
of thy blefled fon ; and when this happy 
time is arrived, then be thou pleafed, of 
thy gracious goodnefs, fliortly to accom- 
plifh the number of thine eledl, and to 
haften thy kingdom of Glory, that we, 
with all thofe that are departed in the true 
faith of thy holy name, may have our per- 
fect confummation and blifs, both in body 
and foul, in thy eternal and everlafting 
glory, through Jefus Chrift our Lord ; to 
whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed, &c. 6cc. 
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Matthew vi. loth. 



T!by Will be done in Eartb^ as it is in 
Heaven. 

THIS is the laft of thofe petitions 
which relate immediately to God, 
and is the beft proof we can give of our 
being fincere in the foregoing. 

The will of God may be underftood 
cither of thofe laws which he has given us 
for the diredtion of our lives, or of thofe 
dilpcnfations which in the courfe of them 
Jie is pleafed to lay on us. 

P2 In 
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In the firft of thefe fenfes our fincerc 
Obedience, inthe laft our chcarful fubmif- 
fion is required. Both thefe duties I (hall 
confider in my prefent difcourfe, fubjoin- 
ing fueh confiderations a^ are proper to en- 
force them. 

And firft. Of obediencie tb the will of 
God, as it means the obfervation of thofe 
laws which he has given us for the direc- 
tion of our lives. 

Thefe laws are contained in the holy 
Scriptures ^ and as it is HeeeiTary that we 
^ould know the good, perfed, and ac* 
teptable will of God, before it 48 pdSbfe 
that we can do it, it is our duty to make 
ourfelves thoroughly acquainted with thefe 
^oo^ks, that we may have a competent 
Icnow'ledge of thofe laws Which are to be 
the ftandard of -all our anions. In ordor 
to acquire this, we Ihould be diligent ift 
reading them ourfelvts, and attentive to 
fuch expofitions as are delivered by others, 

for 
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for the more full and clearer illuftration of 
them. Half the time which many of us 
beftow upon reading Novels and Romances, 
would make us matters of thofc books 
wherein is contained our title to eternal 
ialvation. 

One would imagine that a church like 
oars, wherein the Scriptures are publickly 
read in the vulgar tongue, and the duty of 
private reading and meditating on them is 
recommended, would abound with know- 
ledge and underftanding, even amongft her 
poorer members ; whereas on the contrary, 
many, even in confiderable ftations, are 
fo grofsly ignorant of them as can fcarce 
be credited. For the knowledge of God's 
laws is not only eafy to be acquired, but 
it is atfolutely neceflary for us to be ac- 
quainted with them ; as without knowing 
we cannot obey them, without obeying 
them we cannot obtain everlafting falva- 
tibn. Let every perfon therefore make it 
his bufinefs to fearch the Scriptures, to 

breed 
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breed up his children in the knowledge of 
them, and to let their ftudies of things di- 
vine go hand in hand with their purfuits 
after human knowledge ; fo that we may 
every one of us attentively hear, conftantly 
read, ferioufly mark, pioufly learn, and 
profitably digeft thofe laws which God 
hath given us for the diredlion of our 
lives. The next thing to which is, that 
we aft agreeably to that knowledge ; if 
we know the will of God, happy are we 
if we do it. 

The Obedience of the Angels is propofed 
to us by Chrift as a pattern for our own, 
thy will be done in earth as it is in Heaven,* 
Not that our bleffed Lord, who knew the 
difparity between them and us, and the 
many difadvantages which we labour under, 
that they are totally, exempted from, de- 
mands from us that perfeft performance 
of his will which they pay to him, and 
which we in our prefent ftate are incapable 
of difcharging. Great is the difpropor- 

tion 
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tion between a glorified Spirit, free from 
the clog of flefti, free from all tempta- 
tions, bleft with an unfuUied clearnefs and 
reditude of will, and a poor mortal crea- 
ture, encumbered with a load of matter, 
furrounded with temptations, corrupt in 
his very nature, weak in his underftanding, 
and in his will perverffe. Great therefore 
muft be the difproportioa in the fcrvices 
which they pay to their Creator, in the 
purity and perfedion of their obedience. 
But though we cannot equal thefe celeftial 
beings, we may imitate them; though 
we cannot arrive at the excellency of their 
natures, we may by aiming at it arrive at 
the fummit of our own. Sincerity and 
Univerfality, Zeal and Alacrity, Diligence 
and Perfeverance, confpicuous and infepa- 
rable qualififcations of their Obedience, may 
become ingredients of our own, though 
not in the fame perfed: degree ; and evety 
virtue which they in the excellency of the 
Angelick nature pofTefs unfuUied, we in 
the infirmities of the human may imper- 

feaiy 



( 
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fcdly imitate i and imitation is the tKing 
propofed here, a pradlifing of the fame 
virtues, though not in the fame degree^ 
A perfect and uniinning Obedience is not 
required of us, but a fincere and univeri^ 
one is ; which if we perform, the many 
afts of difobedience which we commit 
through furprize, ignorance, and infirmity, 
nay, through wilfubiefs itfelf, will upon a 
fincere repentance be gracioufly pardoned 
by God, for his fake who died for all men, 
and lives to make interceflion for all thoie 
who do their beft to approve themfelvej 
fais difciples. 

Having thus feen in what latitude our 
Obedience is expeded, and in what man-* 
ner God*s will may be done in earth as it 
is in Heaven, I fhall now endeavour to 
enforce the practice of this Obedience to 
God's laws by fome fuitable confiderations. 
The firft of which is. 

That, He, who made and deKvercd 
them to us, is a Being who has an indif- 

. putable 
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J>utable authority to appoint laws, and in^ 
finite power to punifh thofe who violate 
them. The beft rules of a<ftion, unlefa 
enafted and enforced by proper authority, 
are weak and ufelefs, infufficient to reprefs 
vice, and maintain virtue* Look inta the 
fchools of the antient philofophers, and 
you will find that their many excellent na-« 
tural precepts were confined within very 
narrow limits, and hac^ little or no influ-^ 
ciice, being generally more admired than 
praftifed, even by their ovi^n fcholars. 
Ileafon was and ever will be too weak to 
Combat with inclination, and Virtue, left 
to herfelf, unable to make a ftand againft 
the corruptions of Vice. JvTo law there- 
fore can be expedled to be duly obferved, 
without an evident right of making it, a 
inanifeft ability of punifhing thofe who 
break it, vcfted in the law-giver* Both 
of which moft eminently concur in God ; 
his right of giving laws to the Creatures 
whom he made is unqueftionable, his power 
of punifhing the difobedient is a^neceflary 
pcrfcftion of his nature 5 he is wife ii> 
Q^ heart 
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heart, and mighty in ftrength ; who hath 
hardened himfelf againft him and prof- 
pered ? And his intention to punifh them, 
as it might be fully proved from that 
perfed: Juftice which is eflential to him, 
Righteoufnefs and Judgment are the ha-* 
bitation of his throne, fo is it very plainly 
revealed in the fame books wherein his 
laws are contained ^ that he will punifh the 
world for their evil, and the wicked for 
their iniquity. All the motives therefore 
which ferve to enforce our obedience to 
the laws of man, do moft ftrongly confpire 
to bind on us Obedience to the laws of 
God. 

Another motive to which duty is Grati- 
tude, arifing from a confideration of that 
perfon by whofe mediation God gave thefe 
laws to us, namely, Jefus Chrift. If we 
refled: ferioufly on the miferable condi- 
tion from which Chrift relieved us, and 
the means of Grace and hopes of Glory 
he hath afforded us, if we confider the 
means by which he efFedted this, how 

for 
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for our fakes he was incarnate, led a mean 
and inglorious life, and died a painful and 
ignominious death, we cannot acquit our- 
felves of the bafeft ingratitude, 'if we 
trample on his authority, and refufe Obe- 
dience to his laws. Generous tempers are 
willing, in many things, to bear with and 
oblige thofe perfons who have conferred 
favours on them, even in hard and unrea- 
fonable requefts. As the obligations there- 
fore which Chrift has laid on us, are infi- 
nitely above any which man can confer, 
fo ought our gratitude to rife in proportion, 
and exert itfelf in a fteady Obedience, even 
if his laws were heavy and grievous to be 
borne ; whereas on the contrary, his yoke 
is eafy, and his burthen is light. And 
this fupplies us with another motive, drawn 
from the confideration of the laws them- 
selves. 

The Gofpel laws, if fairly and impar- 
tially confidered, are undoubtedly the moft 
excellent in the world. God does not rule 
ps in an arbitrary manner, and impofe laws 

Q^ 2 merely 
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merely to demonftrate his authority, but' 
governs us, as we are reafonable creatures, 
in a reafonable way. The laws which he 
has given us are adapted to the frame of 
our reafon ; and as creatures pofleffed of 
that faculty, we cannot help affenting to 
their equity, how much foever we may 
negle<ft the performance of them; they 
carry full authority and convidtion along ' 
with them, they fpeak their original, and 
fttteft their author to be more than man. 

Human laws are oftentimes perplext and 
obfcure, clafhing and inconfiftent not only 
with reafon, but with themfelves, liable 
to be. mifconftrued, perverted, and abufed ; 
and the moft equitable of them are in a 
ftate of uncertainty, and fubjeft to be re- 
pealed; but the laws of the Gofpel are 
free from all thefe iiriperfeftions ; they are 
delivered in a clear, conciffe, and perfpi- 
cuous manner, and as they were defigned 
for the diredtion of the ignorant, as well 
as pf . the learned, they lie level to the 
jneaneft capacities, they are perfedly uni-. 

form. 
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form, confiftent/and harmonious, and the 
comments occafionally made on them ty 
the Apoftles ferve to refled: fuller light on 
them, and render the moft difficult paf- 
fages plain and eafy ; they are. light it^f, 
and in them is no darknefs at all. 

They are alfo fixt and immutable, liable 
to no change, fubjedt to no repeal. The 
varying of circumftances, the fallibility, 
fhortfightednefs, and want of integrity in 
human lawgivers, make it oftentimes ne- 
ceflary to vary their laws, but as God is 
free from all thefe blemifhes, as there is 
in him no variablenefs nor fhadow of turn- 
ing, fo in the Gofpel laws which he has 
eftablifhed, there are no miftakes, no in- 
firmities to require an alteration ; they arc 
a full, perfect, and perpetual ftandard of 
all our actions, to which all nations fhould 
bow and obey. 

To thefe excellencies let us alfo join 
the fublimity and ufefulnefs of thefe laws. 
In three fhort chapters of the New Tefta- 

ment 
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ment arc contained more noble and fublime 
doftrincs, than the whole body of heathen 
philofophy can fiipply us with ; upon firft 
fight indeed they appear fo eafy and fa- 
miliar, that we may be induced to think, 
that we ourfelves could have been the au- 
thors of them ; but upon enquiry we fhall 
find, that the moft acute and diligent 
fpirits among the antients, after a whole 
life fpent in the ftudy of virtue, could, 
with all the advantages of human litera- 
ture, produce nothing which deferved' tQ 
be put in the fcale againft Chriftianity. 

Philofophy, indeed, whatever figure It 
might make before Chrift appeared in the 
world, and his laws were promulged, did 
upon that promulgation very fenfibly de- 
cline, and muft have entirely dropped to 
the ground long before it did, had not 
fome profeflburs of it, more artful than 
, honeft, tranfplanted many of the Chriftian 
precepts into their fyftems, and embellifhed 
them with virtues not their own. 



To 
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To the foriegoing motives to Obedience 
to the Gofpel laws, let us laftly add^ the 
ufefulnefs of them. 

They are calculated to promote at the 
fame time our virtue and happinefs, to 
make us at once better and happier men., 
They have a natural tendency to promote 
peace on earth and good will among men^ 
as well as to advance the glory of God on 
high ; they do not only pave our way to 
Heaven, but if religioufly obeyed, will 
make our life here an Heaven upon earth. 

On the whole, the Gofpel laws are rca- 
Ibnable and juft, clear and concife, con- 
fiftent and uniform, fixt and immutable, 
fublime and ufeful ; they are given by that 
God to whom our fervice is due, through 
the mediation of that Saviour to whom wc 
have the greateft obligations, fo that in 
point of duty and reafon, gratitude and in- 
tereft, we are bound to perform a chearful, 
ready, and univerfal Obedience to the will 
of God, as it is manifefled in thofe laws 

contained 
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contained in the Gofpel of his fbn. Not* 
withftanding which potent ties, we find ic 
extremely difficult, and without the af- 
fiftance of God*s grace impoflible, to keep 
ourfelves from falling ; and therefore we 
are taught by our Saviour to pray to God 
that his will may be done in earth as in 
Heaven, to make us fenfible that without 
his grace we cannot fo perform it, and even 
with it, in many things we ofi^end alL 
How thankful therefore fhould we be to 
God, who has appointed a remedy for our 
weaknefs, and how joyful (hould we be to 
apply it, making up for the imperfedion 
of our Obedience, by the fincerity of our 
Repentance. Such a courfe will not only 
greatly redound to our temporal peace, but 
is alfo the only means, through Chrift's 
blood, to entitle us to eternal glory ; and 
the only way to become fharers of the hap- 
pinefs of Angels in Heaven, is to be fincere 
though imperfeift imitators of their Obe- 
dience in earth. 

I pro- 
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i jproceed now to confider the other duty 
included in doing God's will, namely, a* 
f)atient and chearful fubmiflion to whatever 
difpenfations God is pleafed^ in the courfe 
of our lives, to lay upon us. 

It is not in our power indeed to difap- 
ptimt God's defigns and reverfe his decrees, 
but, it is in our power, and top often in 
t)ur praiftice, to murmur and repine at them. 
By Submiffion therefore we are to under* 
ftand that virtue which enables us to ap* 
pear, in all ftations and under all circum- 
ftances, with an equal and refigned tern** 
per, arifing from a full conviction that 
whatever happens unto us is according to 
God's appointment, and that whatever he 
appoints is always beft. This, is the only 
folid foundation upon which our Submif- 
fion can be built ; and Submiffibn is that 
duty which of all others conduces to our 
cafe and quiet, which condudts us with a 
fteady courfe through all the ftorms of life, 
which foftens every forrow, aflwages every 
R -pain 
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pain, and blunts the edge of the moll fe- 
vere misfortunes. 

When we reflect on the fufFerings df 
human nature in general, and thofe which 
we ourfelves groan under in particular, the 
unequal diftribiition of them, fo that the 
lives of Ibme men glide on in ferenity and 
peace, whilft others know nothing but 
misfortunes from the cradle to the grave, 
and that oftentimes the righteous fuffer, 
and the wicked profper, upon fuch reflec- 
tions we are often tempted to call in quef- 
tion the Juftice of God, and cavil at his 
difpenfations ; adtuated by a principle of 
felf-approbation, we are readier to con- 
demn any thing than ourfelves, to impute 
our fufFerings to any rather than the true 
caufe, to clear ourfelves, and accufe God. 
A pradtice this as unreafonable as impious, 
greatly prejudicial to our own interefts> 
and injurious to his honour; inftead of 
removing it augments our fufFerings, in- 
creafes God's difpleafure, and infpires all 

thofe 
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thofe uneafy paflions, and produces thofe 
difhoneft adtions, which are the general 
confequences of a difcontented mind. Sub- 
miffion on the contrary, fuch a Submiffion 
as giveth thanks in all things, has not only 
a tendency in itfelf to alleviate our griefs, 
but alfo to prevail on God to remove them. 

: However dark and myfterious, unintel- 
ligible and inconfiftent the ways of Provi- 
dence may appear, this patient and refigned 
temper receives and fufFers all things with- 
out repining ; and is firmly perfuaded, that 
in a future ftate all which feems dark and 
myfterious in God's government {hall be 
cleared up, all that feems unintelligible 
fhall be thoroughly explained, and all 
which feems inconfiftent fhall be fully re- 
conciled ; fo that however we may repine 
at our fufferings here, we fhall fee the juf- 
tice and good tendency of them hereafter. 
It is indeed impoflible for us to fufFer and 
not to feel, what is required of us is to feel 
like men, and bear like Chriftians ; neither 
are our endeavours to extricate ourfelves, 
R 2 or 
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or our prayers that G<)d would deliver us^ 
liny ways oppofite to this duty, but are 
themfelves duties which ought always to 
jLccompany our fufFerxngs as we arc reafon-r 
able creatures^ and as we are Chriftians ]( 
only lc% us ufe np endeavours Init fudb ^ 
are ftridtly juft, no prayers but what are? 
pfFered up with that refignation of which 
Chrift has fct us an exainple ; we may be-r 
feeph Qod, that the cup may pafs from 
us, but always with this conclufion, not 
piy will, O Lord, but thy will be done. 
This is a temper which every pian ought 
pdways to carry about with him, and yet it 
is a point in which the very beft of us arc 
apt to fall fhort; I fhall therefore conclude 
this difcourfe with fubjoining fome of the 
many motives which might be oifered fof 
the enfprceipent of this duty* 

Firft, let jis confider the perfon who 
brings thefe fufFerings upon us ; it is Gnod ; 
a Being of whofc nature we carj have no 
true notion, without acknowledging him 

endued 
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entdued with Almighty Power, perfeifk 
Qoodaefs, and confummate Wiidom. 

In a&nfequcnce of the firft of thefe at- 
tributes he rules and governs all things, 
brings to pafs whatfoever he fees fit, and 
buffers, no oppofition nor controul, he is 
mighty in ftrength, who hath hardened 
himfelf againft him and profpered ? And 
jf God^ who brings thefe fuiFerings upon 
us, is of fuch infinite power, how im- 
prudent is it in us to murmur and repine 
at what we can no ways prevent, how 
unfafe to provoke a power, which we are 
ptterly incapable of refifting ? This argu- 
ment, however ftrong when applied to 
our weaknefs and neceflity is, it muft be 
ponfeft, but little calculated to engage and 
work upon the heart ; it demands our fub- 
miffion through fear, but not through 
love } it does not at all induce us to kifs 
the rod, and blefs the hand which gives 
the blow. To the perfedl goodnefs of God 
we muft have recourfe, before we can be 
thoroughly reconciled to, and fatisfied with, 

©ur 



X26 S E R M O N VI. 

our fufferings ; we may fee the neceffity of 
them from his power, but are convinced 
of the ufefulnefs and advantage of them by 
his goodnefs only. It is this attribute 
which gives us patience, refignation, and 
love, for it is this which teaches us that 
God cannot take delight in the miferies 
of his creatures, that he does not grieve 
us willingly, but in mercy, and that his 
difpenfations, however fevere they may fell, 
^re indeed the refult of an Almighty 
Power, but of an Almighty Power adting 
according to the dictates of perfect good- 
nefs, and under the direction of unerring 
wifdom. God is of infinite knowledge 
and wifdom, he perfectly underftands the 
nature of all things, with their qualities, 
powers, and circumftances ; he thoroughly 
comprehends the refpedts and relations of 
things one to another, the fitnefs of fuch 
and fuch means to produce fuch and fuch 
ends, and therefore, as his goodnefs always 
inclines and his power always enables him 
to ad: for the good of his creatures, fo his 

wifdom 



\ 
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wifdom fecurcs him from any errour and 
mifapplication, 

Thefe confiderations muft naturally tend 
to fupprefs our complaints and confirm our 
patience ; for as God is of infinite wif- 
dom, goodnefs, and power, nothing can 
cloud his underftanding, nothing can per- 
vert or refift his will ; and therefore in this 
we may reft fatisfied, that God always 
knows what is for our good, and is always 
willing and able to aiford it to us; and 
therefore we may with the greateft fecu-- 
rity repofe ourfelves in him. 

Another motive to fubmiffion arifes from 
a confideration of ourfelves. 

We are God's creatures, and ought to 
be very thankful, that we are at all, and 
not to murmur that we are in no better 
condition. Shall the lump of Clay fay to 
the Potter who faftiioned it, why haft thou 
made me thus or thus? Our condition 
here was not defigned to be completely 

happy. 
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we were affured they would continue a5 
long as our lives, yet even in this de-* 
plorable condition we may with pleafure 
refledt, that the man that is born of a 
.woman is of few days, fo that our misfor- 
tunes will fbdli have an fciid ; we may tri- 
umphantly confider, that our momentary 
afflidtions will work for us an eternal and 
far more exceeding weight of glory. 

On the whole therefore, fince trouble 
fpringeth not out of the ground, but is 
fent and diredtcd by an all-gracious, wife, 
and powerful God, fince afflictions are the 
common burthen of our nature, and the 
very fevereft of them are not the adequate 
wages of our crimes, fince they are gene-^ 
rally itiore than counterpoifed with blefif* 
ings, are to be endured but a fhort time^ 
and will if properly borne turn to a good 
account, for thefe feveral reafons, if thou 
come to ferve the Lord, prepare thy foul 
for temptation. Set thy heart, and con-^ 
ftantly endure and make not hafte in time 
of trouble. Cleave unto him and depart 

not 
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not away, that thou may 'ft be encreafed 

at thy latter end, Whatfoever is brought 

upon thee take chearfuUy, and be patient 

when thou art changed to a low eftate ; 

that fo fufFering according to the will of 

God, we may commit the keeping of our 

fouls to him in well-doing, as unto a faith* 
ful Creator. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoft, &c, &c. 
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Matthew vi, nth. 



Give us this day our daily Bread. 

THIS is the only petition in the Lord's 
Prayer, which immediately relates 
to our temporal profperity, and the obtain- 
ing of fuch things as are neceffary to our 
Being and well-being in this life. Many 
of the primitive Chriflians were of opinion, 
that the Bread which our Lord here teaches 
us to pray for, was not to be underftood of 
any good things relating to the body, but 
of the Euchariftical Bread in the Lord's 
Supper, and of the fpiritual fuftenance 
thereby conveyed to the foul by the increafe 
of grace ; and hence arofe the cuftom of 

receiving 
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receiving that facrament every day. The 
error of this opinion hower is fufficiently 
evident, from a confideration of the time 
wherein our Saviour taught his difciples 
this prayer, and the time wherein he inlH- 
tuted the facrament, the one in the very 
infancy of his miniftry, the other, not till 
the eve of his crucifixion ; fo that during 
that interval, the Apoftles, and all who 
made ufe of this prayer, muft, in repeat- 
ing this petition for their daily bread, have 
petitioned for they knew not what, and 
prayed without any effedt upon the under- 
ftanding and heart ; a thing not fuppofable 
in any, much lefs in fuch a mafter as 
Chriil ; whofe doftrines are all calculated 
for the edification of his difciples, and who 
cannot therefore be thought to have in- 
ferted in a form of prayer compofed for 
their ufe, a petition which,, for fome 
length of time, could not poflibly be of 
any ufe to them at all, 

Inflead therefore of perplexing ourfelves 
with vain fuppofitions, I fliall embrace 

that 
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that plain and eafy meaning, which is moft 
free from all objeftions, and was moft pro- 
bably intended by our Lord, and received 
by his difciples; namely, that by Bread 
here we are to underftand all the neceffa- 
ries, conveniencies, and comforts of this 
life, all that may be neceflary for our fup- 
port, and conduce to our refrefhment. 

Bread being the chief fapport of life, is, 
by a figure very common with all, but 
more efpecially with the Scripture writers, 
fet to denote all the other various things 
requifite for that purpofe. By daily Bread 
here prayed for we are to underftand fuch 
a portion of thofe good things as may be 
fufficient for the day being, which, con- 
lidering the weaknefs and mortality of our 
Br.ture, is a great, .nay and a greater con-' 
tinuafice, than we can with certainty pro- 
mife ourfelves in this life. But though 
the term of our life may poffibly extend 
no farther than the prefent day, yet as it 
may, for any thing that we can tell, be 
lengthened out to many years, we are 

there- 
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therefore taught to pray that this Bread 
may be given us this day, or, as faint Luke 
has it, day by day, a phrafe, according 
to Hebrew writers, fignifying the whole 
term of our lives, that God would during 
our Being here, be it longer or fliorter, fup- 
ply us with fuch things as are neceffary for 
our well being here, in fuch a manner, and 
in fuch proportions as he fhall fee moil 
conducive to our real benefit. This is the 
true purport of the petition, and though 
ipiritual good things are of the greateft 
moment, and confequently demand our 
chief concern, yet, let zeal without know- 
ledge pretend what it will, temporal good 
things demand, and indeed deferve our 
reafonable attention. It is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, that we fliould pray to the Author 
of our being for fuch. things as are necef- 
fary to preferve it, for fuch things as rea- 
fon and fcripture make it our duty to feek, 
and which yet without his concurrence we 
fhould feek in vain; that we fliould pray 
in the words of our Lord, according to 
the fenfe now given of them, for pur daily 

bread. 
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br€ad> and in the language of our church, 
afk thoie things which are requifite and ne-» 
ceffary, as well for the body as the fouL 

This petition is calculated to breed ill 
us a thorough perfuafion of, and dependance 
Upon the providence of God in general^ 
and particularly as it relates to the fupply 
of our wants. It naturally implies to us, 
that the fame God which at firft created, 
ftill governs and preferves the world, that 
no perfons are exempted from his jurif** 
diftion, that the mofl: minute occurrences 
of life are at his difpofal, that without his 
bleffing all our labours are inefFedlual, and 
the wiCdk^ moft induftrious, and careful 
man on earth, is not able without his con-^ 
-currence to acquire even liis daily bread* 
This 4s a leflbn, which many who are wife 
in their own conceits find it difficult to 
learn ; exalted in dignity and power, great 
in human knowledge and worldly wifdom, 
they imagine every diing to be within their 
own reach, there is nothing which they 
cannot do themfelves of themfelves, and 
T there- 
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therefore \t is unneceflary to have recourfe 
to a Providence, aijd* ^Pply for the ^fliil- 
ance of foreign aid, v^hen their own forces 
are fo amply fufRcient to accomplifh all 
their defires. 

It is .this vain and prefumptuous^ way of 
thinking, which leads men into number- 
lefs mifcarriages, which induces them to 
defpife the ufeful afliftancesof men, and 
to rejeft their neceflary dependance upon 
God, which renders them at length (when 
they experinientally find the vanity of hu- 
man wifdora and the weaknefs of human 
ftrength) the contempt of the greater part 
of mankind, and the pity of the wifer few, 
who will happily learn from their error and 
difappointment, to truft in the Lord with 
all their heart, and not to lean on their 
own underfbmding. 

If we look into ourfelVes with an im- 
partial eye, we fhall eafily difcern the num* 
berlefs things which we iland in need of 
in this world, and at the fame glance fee 

the 
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the impoflibility of our acquiring them of 
ourfelves ; and fuch perfons, as feem the 
fartheft removed from thefe ^wants, who 
are bleft with the greateft affluence, will 
find abundant reafon, when they confider 
the uncertainty of human affairs, to diftruft 
their own profperous condition, and ap- 
ply to Providence, who was the firft giver, 
to be the continuer alfo of thofe bleffings, 
which are in themfelves fo uncertain, and 
always upon the wing. Man indeed, upon 
a fair review of himfelf, of his wants and 
weaknefs, ought to efteem it his greateft 
happinefs, that there is a refource above to 
which he may always betake himfelf, that 
there is an overruling Providence in whom 
are centered infinite power, wifddm, and 
goodnefs, which are continually difplaying 
themfelves in the moft perfed: harmony, 
and gracioufly co-operating for his good. 
Left to ourfelves, what miferable creatures 
fliould we be ? but happily for us we have 
a fupport much better than ourfelves, and 
where man fails, God ftrengthens and fup- 
ports. Happy are we, would we but be 
T 2 • wife 
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yrift enough to know, and hiiiiible enough 
Ito acknowledge it^ in the affiftance of an 
almighty power, the direftion of an all- 
cJomprehendirtg wifdom, the liberality of 
j^n all-fuftaining goodnefs. 

Here then is thy ftay O man, here is 
tthy only folid dependance. Throw off 
jthofe vain and deceitful dependances which 
irife from things tranfitory, repofe thyfelf 
jipon thy Maker, and get thee to thy God 
right humbly. To hini apply who is always 
ready to hear, and able to relieve thee ; oh 
him depend, who will not, who cannot 
deceive thee. Whether thou doft petition 
for th^ obtaining of what thou wanteft, or 
the continuance of what thou haft, for 
things of greater or lefs confequence, whe^ 
ther mattery of conveniency and comfort 
are the fubjefts of thy prayers, or in the 
humility of thine heart thou afkeft only for 
thy daily Bread literally underftood, be af^ 
fured that if you pray as you ought, you 
{hall obtain what you pray for, if it is 
really for your good.. 

And 
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And this leads fne to coniider) which 
I fhall make the remaining buiineis of dus 
difcourfe^ wiia:t qualifications are requifite 
to fandlify our offering up of this petition^ 
to render it acceptable in the fight of God, 
and procure an happy return to. it. 

The firft thing neceflfary towards pro- 
curing what we want, is a proper ufc of 
what we have ; and this petition doth na- 
turally warn us againft the dangerous ex- 
tremes of extravagance and avarice, and 
recommends to us diat liberality on the 
oine hand, which in oppofition to avarice, 
enables us to enjoy what we have, and 
that frugality on the other, which in op- 
pofition to extravagance, ferves to render 
our enjoyments lafting. Vain and prefump- 
tuous is it for man to expe^Sl that the li- 
beral hand of Providence will continue to 
ihower down bleflings upon him, which 
he ungratefully makes a bad ufe of, or not 
lefs ungratefully makes no ufe at alL In- 
stances there are, and not a few in the 
world, of men, who feem to think that ' 

Providence 
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Providence is employed entirely for them, 
and that the chief bufincfs of the gene- 
ral fupporter of mankind is a particular 
attention to, and a conftant readinefs to 
fumifh them with materials to gratify their 
moil irregular inclinations, and fupport 
them in their extravagancies ; whilft others 
not lefs miftaken, efteem themfelves moft 
juftly entitled to the favours of* Provi- 
dence, becaufe they with great good (Eco- 
nomy make no ufe of them at all -, have 
neither the heart to enjoy their riches 
themfelves, nor to communicate them to 
others. The truth indeed is this; both 
thefe extremes are bad, both difqualify us 
from being worthy repeaters of this peti- 
tion, and cut off thofe hopes which we 
otherwife might reafonably entertain of of- 
fering it up with fuccefs. The extravagant 
man is guilty of prefumption, in daring to 
depend upon a continuance of thofe blef- 
lings which he continually abufes; and 
the covetous man, whilft he is fearful of 
ufing what he hath leaft he fhould come 
to want, is guilty of that diftruft in Provi- 
dence, 
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clence, which is contrary to the de&gn, 
and deftrudtive of the foundation of this 
petition. In a word," thofe who fliew 
themfelves unworthy of poffeffing what 
they have, fhew themfelves unworthy alfo 
of obtaining what they alk. 

The next thing neceflary to render this 
petition fuccefsful, is moderation in our rcr 
quefts. A great privilege it is, a teal 
bleffing, that God commands us to offer 
oip, and promifes to receive, our prayers ; 
but great and ungrateful infolence furely 
it is in us, if we abufe that privilege, if 
we prefume upon that promife fo far as to 
afk more than God hath given us warrant 
to expeft. Though the goodnefs of the 
diviiie nature is fuch, that he is willing to 
overlook our infirmities, and put our fins 
far from us, though he hath gracioufly 
promifed to liften to our petitions, and 
grant our requefts, yet this promife is iliade 
to us not abfolutely, but ftill at the dif- 
cretion of his peirfedt wifdom ; and greatly 
indeed is it to be feared, that if men were 

certainly 
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certainly to obtain what they prayed {ot^ 
the efficacy of prayer would by the folly 
of man be turned into a curie^ inftead of 
proving a bl^iiing. 

Would men rightly confider^ whereaa 
indeed great numbers of them^ never con-* 
fider at all» they would eaiily fee that 
prayer was nevw designed as a means of 
gratifying ambition, avarice, or fenfuality j 
but of obtaining l^ofe redi necefTaries, thofe 
material conveniencies, thofe folid com-' 
forts, from an all-fuftaining Providence, 
whidi nature requires, and could not be 
happy without. The real wants, nay, 
and tht realbnable conn^orts of man lye 
within a very ipiall compafs. Hurried on 
by maid paffions indeed, and forming vaft 
and v^onary fchemes, we multiply, we 
aggravate our wa?its, and of one real create 
a thoufand inaaginary neceffities i whereas 
Nature in herfdf, that is. Nature fopported 
and directed by Reafon, is contented with 
a little, and doth not require a great deal 
to give her that happinefs which fhe is ca- 
pable 
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jjable of in her prefent ftate. We deceive 
ourfelves therefore, if we imagine that thi^ 
petition gives us an unbounded right of" 
afking, in the extravagance of ottr hearts, 
for the delicacies and fuperfluities of life ; 
all that our Saviour warrants is our peti- 
tioning for the nieceffaries and conveniencies 
of it ; for our daily bread, and that from 
d:ay to day* 

But after all^ after we have worked our- 
felves up to a proper pitch of confidence 
in the Providence of God, made a proper 
tafe of thofe good things which he hath 
already bleft us with, and regulated our 
defires for what we pray according to the 
didlates of reafon, ftill there remains fome- 
thing farther to be done; and an honeft 
induftry is required on our parts to make 
i\s worthy of God's affiftance. 

From fome paffages in Scripture, riiif* • 
underftood and wretchedly perverted, ex- 
plained in a manner contrary to rcafbn, 
and contrary to other exprefs paflages inr 
U Scripture 
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Scripture which can never be mifunder- 
ftood, there have not been wanting, and 
perhaps never will be wanting, men who 
would willingly talk induftry out of the 
world, and call lazinefs and indolence de* 
p^ndance upon Providence; who,^ truly en- 
thufiaft like, pretending to feek the king- 
dom of God, prefume that all thefe things 
fhall be added unto them, without any care, 
any trouble on their fide. How contrary- 
is this to reafon, to the circumftances of 
the world, to the doctrines of Chriftianity ? 
The Scriptures do no where countenance v 
a fupine throwing ourfelves upon Provi- 
dence^ without any farther concern for 
ourfelves. We have no right to exped a 
miraculous interpofition in our behalf, to 
hope that we £hall be fed, as the Ifraelites, 
with food from Heaven, or think that our 
lands, like Gideon's fleece, fhall be well- 
watered, whilft all around us are dry and 
barren. Thefe are particular vouchfafe- 
ments of Providence, and not to be ex- 
pected by us ; but when we do the beft we 
can, when we acquit ourfelves like dili- 
gent. 
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gent, induftrious and provident men, then 
may we pray to God to crown our labours 
with fuccefs, then may we depend upon 
him for our daily bread, and live fecurely 
under his care and protection, without 
perplexing ourfelves with vain fears ; and 
all fears are vain, when we have fecured 
ourfelves an intereft in the moft high, who 
is always willing, always able to fupply 
our wants* 

To crown the reft, let us laftly add 
Charity, Senfible of our own wants, let 
us confider our brethren ; and whilft we 
in this petition acknowledge our depend- 
ance upon Providence, let us in a niore ac- 
ceptable manner acknowledge it, by fhev/- 
ing our regard to his creatures. All that 
we have, all that we hope for, we here refer 
to, God, and ought in good reafon to beftow 
fome part of it in the manner which he 
hath appointed 5 to deal out our bread to 
the hungry, and to confider the caufe of 
the poor; to be merciful to our brethren 
U 2 iij 



148 SERMON VIL 

m proportion as God has been favourable 
to us, 

There is no one duty which is fo highly 
extolled in Scripture, and hath fo many 
powerful motives to enforce it, as Charity ; 
and if we exped: the continuance of the 
bleffings of Providence, the beft way to 
enfure them is to be merciful as our Father 
is merciful. 

I would not be underftood to meaij 
(making that a general which was only a 
particular precept) that it is the duty of 
every rich man to fell all, and give to the 
poor, niuch lefs, according to the maxims 
of our infpired preachers, that it is the 
duty of the poor to fell all, and give to the 
rich ; fo far frpm it, that it is every man's 
duty to provide for his family, and Chrifti- 
anity doth not deftroy, but confirms the 
Jaw of nature, and the rules of prudence. 
What is required of us is, not to deceive 
purfelves, by fancying our neceffities greater 
^nd oiir abilities lefs than they really are^ 

but 
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hnt to follow at once the diftates of Pru-* 
dence ' and Charity, not giving away fo 
m ch as to expofe ourfelves to future want, 
nor yet diftributing fo little, as to be un- 
.worthy petitioners to Providence, for the 
Supply of our own neceffities. 

Having thus {ten the nature and extent 
jof this petition, with the qualifications re- 
quifite to make our repeating of it accept-* 
able to God, I fhall, according to the man^ 
ner I have hitherto obferved, conclude this 
xlifcourfe by fumming up the whole in the 
form of a prayer. ^ 

thou all-gracious, all-fuftaining Pro-* 
vidence, by whofe goodnefs we were cre- 
ated, and by whofe goodnefs we have hi- 
therto been preferved, continue to us thy 
favour and protection ; give us fuch a jufl: 
knowledge both of thee, and of ourfelves, 
that we may be thoroughly fenfible we are 
thy dependants, that we are indebted to 
thee for all we have, and muft apply to 
thee for all vve want. Grant, O Lord, 

tba^ 
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that wc may fo live in this world, as men 
that muft leave it at one time or other, that 
may continue perhaps for a few years, or 
may be taken off this very moment ; make 
us fenfible how few our real wants are, and 
let not our defires go beyond them. Let 
thy mercies crown our induftrious endea- 
vours with fuccefs, and a well timed feafon- 
able Charity, fanftify our works, and give 
ftrength to our prayers. And finally, O 
Lord, be pleafed of thine infinite mercy to 
grant, that whatfoever we fincerely pray 
for, we may fuccefsfully obtain, whatfo- 
ever we fuccefsfully obtain, we may hap-^ 
pily enjoy. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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Matthew vu 12th. 



jind forgive us our debts 9 as we forgive out 
debtors. 

IN thefe words are two things obferv- 
able; — the Petition — forgive us our 
debts, — and the condition on whfch wc 
afk forgivenefs — as we forgive our debt- 
ors. Both thefe are fubjedts that greatly 
deferve our confideration — the Mb as it 
affords the higheft inftance of God's good* 
nefs to the fons of men, the other as con- 
. taining a motive to the forgivenefs of our 
enemies, which is one of the hardeft of all 
Chriftian duties. I fhall therefore particu- 
larly confider them, and fhall (hew that the 

mercy 
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mercy and goodnefs of God, is remarkabfy' 
difplayed, by the permiflion here given u5 
to pray to him, for the fbrgivenefs of ouf 
fins. 

The temporal bleflings which his Pro-* 
vidence difpenfes for the fupply of our 
wants, are arguments indeed of great 
goodnefs to us, and deferve our higheft 
gratitude and love. But thefe are concerns 
of. fmall moment to us, in comparifon of 
thofe which look beyond the grave, and 
yield a profpedt of better things to come. 
For what would it avail us to be fupplied 
by his bounty with the neceflaries of this 
prefenj life^ if our fins were fo follow u^ 
in the n^xt? If the fins and offences of our 
youth and old age were regiftered and 
treafungfcup againft us, if no a<3: of obli-' 
vion was to pafs on out actions, no pardon 
granted, no method of atonement appoint- 
ed to blot out our fins, no affurance that 
Our prayers fliall be heard, ho direction to 
afk that our debts may be forgiven as we 
forgive our debtors, we fhoukl as the 

Apoftle 
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Apoftle fays, all have been concluded un- 
der fin, and confequently under punifh- 
mentj: our condemnation had been fiirc, 
our fentence irreverfible, and the bleflings 
and conveniencies we at prefent enjoy, 
would only have ferved to make eafy our 
paflage to a ftate of everlafting mifery ; and 
who could be fo fond of a Ihort momen- 
tary life^ as to value it upon fuch terms as 
thefe ? It is the glorious profpedt we have 
before us, the certainty that if we are not 
wanting to ourfelves we may work out our 
own falvation, and obtain by the fatisfac- 
tion of our Saviour, what we were not 
able to fecure for ourfelves; the means of 
forgivenefs are placed in our own handsf, 
and therefore it will be orur t)wn faults if 
we mifcarry. And when we confider the 
wretched ftate we were in befosiijChrift 
undertook our ranfom, the neceflity of 
finning, the certainty of our punifhment, 
and how little reafon there was for God to 
accept of a fatisfadlion and' reconcile us to 
himfelf, v\% cannot but efteem it a won- 
derful inftance of God's goodnefs that he 

X was 
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was pleafed to provide a remedy, and point 
out a method by which Mercy might taker 
place, and yet Juftice be fully fatisfied. 

The ufe therefore that tve ought tcp 
make of this amazing goodnefs, is tirft to- 
refledl with gratitude, to acknowledge the 
fenfe we have of our unworthinefs to re- 
ceive it, and the utter impoflibility of our 
obtaining niercy without the free grace 
of God. 

As there was nothing in our power to 
influence God to fhew us mercy, as there 
was no fatisfadtion but the blood of our 
Redeemer that could confiftently with: 
God's jidlice, be accepted by him, ouf 
conditjjm was quite defperate; and no- 
one Qc^m have expedted, that God him- 
felf fhould fubmit to pay the ranfom for 
us, or indeed that it was poflible to 
unite the diyine nature in fuch a manner 
■to our finful flefh, that as man had finned 
fo man fhould fuffer; and yet that his 
iuflferings by virtue of that Union,, fhould 

be 
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te a full, perfed, and fufHcient facrifice, 
though impoffible for mere man to make 
it. But thus it was ordered; thus was 
-God fatisfied, and Man redeemed from 
mifery. And he who is not afFedted by 
fuch benefits as thefe, who can refledl on 
them without love and gratitude^ as he cer- 
tainly will, fo he well deferves to lofe them, 
lince notwithftanding Chrift's fufFeringSf 
Jiis portion will be no b^ter for them* 

And this leads me to obferve another 
«fe we ought to make of God's goodnefs 
thus manifefted to us, which is^ that we 
labour to fecure the bleffings thus pur- 
chafed for us by the blood of Chriflu It 
is true, there is now no other facrifice re^ 
^juired by God, but the Bloo4 of our Re^ 
deemer, who was wounded for our tranf»- 
greilioas, was bruifed for our iniquities ; 
the chaftifement of our peace was upon 
him, and by his ftripes wejre we healed. 
But we are not fo healed and recovered, 
as to be in no danger of relapfing ; we are 
jiot fo refcued from the bondage of fin, as 
Xg to 



156 SERMON VIII. 

to be perfeftly fecure of God's favour for 
the future. The Chriftian life is a ftate 
of trial and conflict ; he who bought us 
with a price hath a right to our Obedience, 
and when he exempted us from the pu- 
nifhraent of our fins, he required us to 
forfake them, to abftain from all wilful, 
and premeditated offences, and to repent 
of thofe mifcarriages, which through the 
frailty and infirmity of our nature are un-- 
avoidable ; above all to pray to God for 
mercy and forgivenefs, and in order to ob- 
tain it; to be ready to forgive others ; as 
Chrift hath taught us, forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. So that to for-r 
give thofe that trefpafs againfi: us, is a ne-»- 
ceflary condition without which we cannot 
pray for the forgivenefs of our own tref^ 
paflfes. 

Since then it is a matter of fo much 
confequence to our happinefs, and a duty, 
which if we may judge from the practice 
of mankind, is one of the mofl: difficult of 
any our religion requires, I (hall make it 

my 
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my bufinefs to confider it more particu- 
larly. 

In order to come to a full knowledge of 
thefe words, we muft firft enquire in what 
extent they are to be underftood ; for in 
the fame extent that we pray to be for- 
given, it is our duty to forgive. Now 
when we pray to God to forgive us our 
trefpafles, we do not only mean that he 
ihall not puniih us for them, but alfo that 
he fliould reftore us to the fame degree of 
love and favour that we flood in before we 
finned, that he would extend the goodnefs 
of his Providence to us, and vouchfafe us 
both temporal and eternal bleffings. Of 
what great importance it is to us to be thus 
reftored to God's favour is obvious to any 
one ; but there is one condition annexed 
to it which is to be feared does fometimes 
prevent men from attempting it, and this 
is the forgivenefs of our enemies ; by which 
we are not to underftand the mere abftain- 
ing from hurting them, but alfo the feek- 
i^ng every opportunity to do them good. 
. We 
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We ought according to our Saviour's 
command to love our enemies, blefs thenx 
that curfe us, do good to them that hate 
us, and pray for them which defpitefuUy 
ufe and perfecute us. This is the defcrip*- 
tion that our Saviour gives us of this duty, 
and the greateft objedlion againft the prac- 
tice of it arifes from the vaft difficulty that 
is fuppofed to attend it. Many have gone 
fo far as to fay it might be performed by 
an holy Apoftle or perfed: Saviour, but 
was without the reach of a common 
Chriftian ; and indeed in our prefent cir^ 
cumftances, the corruption of our nature, 
the violence of our paffions, and the mif- 
taken notions of the world confidered, it i$ 
of all Chriftian duties by far the moft dif- 
ficult to perform. But fince God has made 
it the condition upon which we are to ex-- 
pedt forgivenefs, it is abfoliitely neceflary 
for us to perform it, before we can have 
any title to the promife ; for as our Saviour 
aflures us, if ye forgive men their tref- 
paiTes, your heavenly Father will alfo forr 
give you; but if ye forgive not men their 

trefpaffes. 
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trefpafles, neither will your* heavenly Father 
forgive your trefpafles* 

If we confider in how much greater a 
degree we have offended againft God^ than 
it is poffible for any one to offend againft 
us, we ftiall foon fee the reafonablenefs of 
performing the condition for the reward 
annexed fo it. The hopes of having our 
fins pardoned, and obtaiiiing eternal falva- 
tion fhould certainly appear of fuch value 
in our fight, as no* labour however hard^ 
no tafk however difficult fliould deter us 
from fuch great expectations, much lef& 
fhould the reafonable duty of doing as we 
would be done by, of forgiving others that 
we ourfeK^es may obtain forgivenefs. If 
God is willing to remit to us a debt of fa 
vaft amount as ten thoufand talents, ihall 
we, with the wicked fervant in the Gof- 
pel, rigoroufly exad from a fellow fervant 
the payment of an hundred pence ? Should 
not we alfo have compaffion on our fellow 
fervants even as God has pity on us ? 

There 
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There are many motives to enforce the 
forgivenefs of injuries befides this, and one 
of thefe is, that it is an adtion truely great 
and honourable. Whatever advantages an 
high and revengeful fpirit may have in the 
eyes of the v^orld, and however mean it 
may be efteemed to put up and forgive in- 
jurieSj Religion teaches us a quite different 
lefTon. It inftrufts us that nothing can be 
truly honourable, v^hich is not truly good, 
that nothing can be truly good which is 
not agreeable to the will of God ; and that 
nothing can be agreeable to the will of God 
which is contrary to the laws his blefTed 
Son has given us in the Gofpel ; and thefe 
prefcribe to us to be meek as he is meek^ 
and lowly as he is lowly. 

But to defcend frorii Religion to the opl^* 
nion of the world. If there is any honour 
in gaining a victory, then is the forgive- 
nefs of injuries truly honourable. It places 
us in eminence above our enemy, it gives 
us an invincible fuperiority over him, it 
makes us proof againft all his devices, and 

unhurt 
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xinhurt by all his attacks ; we either make 
him our friend, or convince mankind that 
he ought not to be our enemy ; we either 
deprive him of the inclination to prejudice 
us, or fubjedt him to the contempt of all 
,goo J men if he perfeveres in it ; and at 
the fame time that we make known the 
meeknefs of our difpo6tion by forgiving his 
ill offices, we approve our refolution by 
not attending to the confequences of hh 
anger. If our enemy is worth the gain- 
ing, Forgivenefs is the beft and moft ap- 
proved method to accomplifh that end ; if 
he is ncf, Forgivenefs is the beft method 
of puniihing him, as it ferves moft effec- 
tually to difappoint his aim, to ftiew that 
his malice cannot reach us, and to gall 
him with that thought which men can 
leaft bear, that we hold him in contemptt 
.jtnd think him beneath our notice. 

A falfc notion of honour may reprefent 
to us the conquering of an enemy as a great 
and glorious adlion -, but true reafon will 

Y teU 
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tell us, that to conquer ourfelves, and for-- 
give an enemy, is much more great, and^ 
as it is more difficult, more honourable 
like wife. This is indeed a fpecies of ho-? 
nour which will fcarce find its way into 
the breaft of a Hero, and meet with a far 
vourable reception from thofe who call 
rafhnefs courage, and difgrace the name of 
Honour by applying it improperly. Con- 
fider the prefent acceptation of that word ; 
we might imagine that it was the fworn 
foe of Honefty, Reafon, and Religion, in- 
ftead of being the genuine offspring of 
them all. A modern Man of Honour (as 
He calls himfelf, and as the World will 
be complaifant enough to call hifti) lives 
to Paffion, and not to Reafon ; He ' lives 
in a conftant fubjedtion to the opinions of 
others, nor for a moment fuffers himfelf 
to have an opinion of his own ; he tafeea 
things up on truft from thofe whom he 
ought leaft to depend upon ; he fears (hame 
more than guilt, the imputation of Crimea 
more than being criminal -, he tremblea at 

reproach 
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reproach (though undeferved) more than 
at danger, or even death, and prides him- 
felf on his courage at the very inftant that 
he gives the ftrongeft proof of his being a 
Coward. To revenge, even in what we 
mifcall an honourable way, is an effort 
which many a Coward hath againft his na- 
ture forced himfelf to make, but we can- 
not meet with a fingle inftance where he 
could induce himfelf to forgive. This is 
a tafk left for men of great and gen'rous 
difpofitions, for men who are as much 
above fearing, as doing ill, for men who 
have a true fenfe of Honour, and, in con- 
fequence thereof, doing every thing which 
They ought to do, fear nothing but what 
They ought to fear. 

Another, and no weak motive to the 
forgivenefs of our enemies, is that quiet, 
and fatisfaftion of mind which naturally 
refults from it. The man of a revengeful^ 
fpirit lives in a perpetual ftorm, he is his 
own tormentor^ and his guilt of courfe be- 
Y 2 comes 
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comes his puniflimcnt. Thofe paflions?, 
which prompt him to wreek his vengeance:^ 
on his enemies, war againft his own foul,, 
and are inconfiftent with his peace. Whe- 
ther he is at hxrnie or abroad, alone or in 
company. They ftilL adhere to him, and; 
engrofs his thoughts ; and Providence hath' 
with the greateft reafon ordained, that 
whofoever meditates againft the peace of 
another fhall, even in the ^fign, lofe his 
own. The thoughts of: Revenge break in 
upon his moft ferious and important bufi- 
nefs, embitter his moft. rational entertain- 
ments, and forbid him to r^lifti any of 
tliofe good things which God hath placed 
within his reach i even intent on the con- 
trivance of mifchief, or engaged in the ex- 
ecution, mortified with difappointments, 
of, his defigns accomplifhed,, tortured with 
reflection, he lives the life of a devil here 
on earth, and carries about a hell in his 
own breaft. Whereas the meek man, who 
lives in a conftant courfe of good will to 
all, who gives no man caufe to be his ene- 
my. 
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WL^,. and dares to forgive thofe who are la 
without a caufe, hath a conftant ipring of 
pleafure in himfelf ; let what will happen 
from without, he is fure of peace within^ 
So far from being afraid to converfe with 
himfelf, he feeks and is happy in the op- 
portunity of doing ity and meets with no- 
diing in his own breaft but what encou-- 
rages him to keep up and cherifh that ac- 
quaintance^ The Paffions which he finds 
there, inftead of being tyrants, are fer- 
yants ; he knows the danger of obeying^ 
and the impoffibility of rooting them out y 
and, whilft he forbids them to affume aa 
undue influence, makes them the inftru- 
ments of promoting his happinefe. Happy 
in himfelf, he is eafy to all ; he is a friend 
to mankind in general^ and not an enemy 
even to thofe who^ hate him ; doth a mo- 
mentary thought of revenge arife in his 
mind he fuppreflcs it ; if on no other con- 
fiderations, for his own fake ; this he knows 
to' be his duty, and this he finds to be his 
pleafure ;. bleft with thofe. feelings, which 

Ihall' 



i66 SERMON VIIL 

fliall not leave him at the grave, he imi-^ 
tates the Deity in benevolence, and ob- 
tains, as far as mortals can obtainy the 
happinefs of the Deity in retvfrn. 

Leaft thefe confiderations prove ineffec- 
tual, let me add the neceflity we lay un- 
der of forgiving our enemies, or of relin- 
quifhing all hopes of being forgiven. 
There is no alternative. We muft do it, 
or refign all pretenfions to the benefits of 
Chrift's paffion. Though the performance 
of this duty alone w^ill not entitle us to the 
forgivenefs of our fins -, yet this we are 
moft fpecially infl:ru6ted in, that the per- 
formance of all other duties, without this, 
will be of no avail. The difficulty, attend- 
ing this work, infl:ead of taking off" our 
attention, ought to double it, and quicken 
our endeavours ; That it is necefiTary to be 
done, the Scriptures inform us, and there- 
fore it muft be undertaken ; That it is dif- 
ficult to be done, our own feelings inform 
,us, and therefore it fhould be undertaken 

with 
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^ith fpirit; That it is not impoffible to 
be done, and that we may accomplifli it if 
we will, the very enjoinment of the duty 
implies; That, when accomplifhed, we 
fhall not lofe our reward, the Confidera- 
tions I. have already mentioned, with our 
own obfervation and experience, will hap- 
pily evince. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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Matthew vi. 1 3th. 

And lead us not into temptation^ but deliver us 
from evil. 

THIS Petition confifts of two parts ; 
the one, lead us not into tempta- 
tion, the other, but deliver us from evil. 
For the more particular underftanding the 
former part, it will be proper to remove 
fuch acceptations of the word temp- 
tation, as are not intended in the ufe of 
this Petition : and fince it is here fuppofed 
that God may lead a man into temptation, 
I will confider in what fenfe that muft be 
underftood in this place. 

. Z A man 
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A man may be faid to lead another into 
temptation, when he entices him to fiii, 
or by any argument, art, or violence, per- 
fuades or compels him to it. But we are 
not to underftand any thing of this nature 
on God's part — for in this fenfe, God 
tempts no man. He neither defigns, or 
lays any trap or fnares, to make men fin : 
he purpofeis nothing to their hopes or fears, 
to deceive, allure, or fright them into 
fin ; nor does he by any impulfe on their 
minds, incline or neceflitate them to fin j 
to conceive fuch things as thefe of God, 
would be the highefl impiety* 

. Again. To tempt a man may fignify In 
general to prove and try him, whether he 
will faithfully difcharge his duty, and an- 
fwer another's expectation of him, or not. 
In this fenfe, it is certain, God tempts 
every man ; that is, he gives him occ^fions 
and opportunities of performing, or refu* 
firtg to do his duty. Thus the laws of* 
God to mankind in general, or to Chrifl:ians 
in particular, the former by Nature, the 

latter 
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latter by Revelation, are temptations or 
trials of our obedience, whether we will 
obferve them or not; and in regard that 
the circumftances of men are very various, 
and that they have refpeftive duties to be 
performed, therefore every man's particular 
condition of life, his honour or meannefs, 
his wealth or poverty, his authority or fub- 
' jedtion, his fingle or married ftate, his tem- 
per and conftitution of body, his health or 
ficknefs, his* calling and profeflion, in a 
word, his condition in life, with refped: 
to circumftances of this nature, which are 
infinite, is a temptation or trial, whether 
he will live up to the general rules of his 
religion, and perform that duty which his 
place, relation, and peculiar intereft in the 
world, require of him. In this fenfe thisn, 
every man is led into temptation ; that is, 
he hath the general rules of religion to 
obferve, and the particular duties proper to 
his place and condition to perform. And 
God who requires thefe, and by whofe pro- 
vidence men are put into fuch circum- 
ftances, may fo far be faid to lead a man 
Z 2 into 
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into Temptation. But as every man In this 
fenfe, is, and muft be tempted, this cannot 
be the meaning of the words, when wc 
pray, not to be led into Temptation. By 
Temptation we may here alfo underftand, 
thofe hazardous tryals with which God 
i^ pleafed fometimes to prove good, and 
punifh wicked men. So that God may be 
faid to lead a man into Temptation, when 
he permits fomc extraordinary accidents to 
befal him, in order to try hist fincerity. It 
is impofEble to mention the various kinds 
of Temptation to which we are liable, and 
perhaps it would be very hard for any man 
to declare which Temptation he could beft 
refiflr, or which would be moft difficult to 
him. We are fo ignorant of ourfelves, in 
things of this nature, that we know not 
what trial we can beft encounter ; there-* 
fore, we ought to leave the petition to God 
in general, as our Saviour hath here taught 
us, namely that God would not lead us 
into Temptation, or that he would keep 
thofe Temptations from us, which he, who 

beft 



SERMON IX. 173 

beft knows our make and fr^me, by his 
infinite wifdom fees will moft endanger us. 

Having thus confidered the firft part of 
this petition, I proceed to the fecond. 

But deliver us from evil : which fignifiei 
the fame, and fomething more than the 
former. The fame, as including deliver- 
ance from great and dangerous temptations; 
but more, as the evil is greater to fall under 
Temptations, than only to be tempted. If 
confidered in the former fenfe, it implies 
God's providence in allotting us fuch a por- 
tion in this life, as he fees i« beft for our 
fpiritual eftate, and in removing from us 
whatever he knows to be inconfiftent there- 
with. It is alfo to be underftood of thofe 
innumerable methods of Providence, by 
wbich God keeps men from fundry temp- 
tations that would befal them, if he did 
not interpofe to prevent them. Taking it 
in the latter fenfe, as keeping us from be- 
ing overcome by temptations when they 
happen, then the petition means, the good 

pro- 
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providence 'of God without us, and the 
motions and operations of his holy Spirit 
within us, whpreby he fupports and pre- 
ferves thofe who in the time of their trials 
truft in him. God delivers us by his out- 
ward providences, and which are very con- 
fiderable -, fometimes by the good examples 
of others labouring under the fame circum- 
ftances, fometimes by the faithful advice 
of a friend, the feafonable prefence of a 
good man, a fudden change in our for- 
tunes, and divers unforefeen accidents, ca- 
fual indeed to us, but purpofely ordered by 
the wife difpofal of God, to prevent our 
being led away by Temptations that affault 
us ; therefore, in this prayer, we commit 
ourfelves to the good Providence of God, 
that he would flill continue to preferve us 
by fuch ways as to his wifdom' feems moft 
requifite. By the operations of his .holy 
fpirit within us, he delivers us from evil , 
under Temptation, when he reprefents to 
us the reafons of our duty, and ftrongly 
imprefles them on our minds ; whereby 
good men have been often refcued from 

their 
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their paffions, and kept from falling when 
on the brink of danger. Therefore, in this 
prayer we intreat God not to caft us away 
from his prefence, nor take his holy fpirit 
from us, that he would not forfake us when 
we are in the greateft danger of forgetting 
him, but that his grace may prevent us 
from yielding to any Temptation, whether 
fudden, violent, or long, that fo we may 
never be tempted above what we are able 
to bear. 

I fhall now offer fome conliderations that 
fliould make us in good earneft pray againft 
Temptations, that they may not overcome 
us, nor draw us into fin, 

Firft, let us confider the great confe- 
quence of being overcome by Temptations. 

If we are prevailed on to adt contrary to 
our duty, the beft end we can make is ^ 
forrowful repentance; and which if fincere, 
brings abundantly more trouble, than the 
tranfitory enjoyment and fatisfadion of the 

moft 
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moft plcafing fin. The advantage gained 
by confenting to a Temptation, is gone long 
before we come to repent. Revenge is no 
longer fweet, than while die pailion of 
malice lafts, and vtrhat a mart acquires un-' 
juftly, muft be reftored the moment true 
repentance begins. So that it is evidently 
neccflary for our own cafe and quiet, not 
to enter into Temptation, or fall by it, 
though we fliould repent and reform, whicl^ 
is the beft end we can promife ourfelves $ 
but if we fuppofe the worft, that a man 
grows more eafy to his fins, and m^re rea- 
dily yields to the Devil's fuggeftions, fo as 
to fill up the meafure of his iniquity, what 
follows ? nothing lefs than fire unquench- 
able. If then we are concerned for the 
end, if we fear the dreadful fentence of 
everiafting mifery, we have need, great 
need to pray. Lord, lead us not into Temp- 
tation, but deliver us from Evil. 

The great difficulty of refifting Temp- 
tations, is another reafon for our ufing this 
petition in good earneft. For if we con- 

fider 
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Met the variety and ftutober of Tempta- 
tions, we fhall find no age, calling, or con- 
dition of life, no' conftitution of body or 
mind, totally free from all Tethptations. 

Youth is fbllicited by pleafure and wan-- 
tonnefs; riper years by the cares and pride 
of life^ old age by difcontent and fpiteful- 
nefs, and, to the adiftiration of all confi-- 
derate perfbns, by fenfelefs covetoufnefs. 
A calling gives an opportunity for difho- 
nefty and hard-dealing, griping and oppref- 
fions, and adminifters Temptations to falfc- 
hood. and lying- A free fanguine temper 
is apt to run into improprieties, and good- 
nature into debauchery ; a referved di^o- 
fition into fuUcnefs and difcontent; fo that 
every conftitution hath its incident danger. 
If we converfe with our friends, we are in 
danger of being flattered, if with our ene- 
mies, of increafing malice and revenge. 
Commendation is apt to make us vain, re- 
proof angry, reproach and contempt ta 
fill us with hatred. If one hath more 
wealth, honour, beauty, or refpe<5l than 

A a another. 
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another, he is ready to be elated with prido; 
or if he fees himfelf herein excelled by any, 
that is a Temptation to envy. 

If we live in cafe and plenty, we are in 
danger of falling into floth and idlenefs ; 
if we have much to do, then contention, 
peevifhnefs, and all the vices incident to 
bufinefs, lie in wait to aflault us. It is 
hard to bear iickncfs after long health, and 
to fall from wealth into poverty, or take 
up the crofs. As in a fuffering condition^ 
there are Temptations which naturally 
arife, and the change itfelf is a very fevere 
one, fo when a man unexpedtedly comes 
into profperity, luxury and wantonnefs, 
pride and forge tfulnefs of God, will then 
more eafily befet him. 

In a word, we are expofed to the danger of 
divers fins and lufts, each of which has fe- 
veral Temptations, and the one often makes 
the other ftronger. Being then thus befet 
with dangers, it behoves us not only to be 

very 
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Tety circumfped:, but to pray alfo. Lord, 
iave us, or we perifla. 

The frequency of Temptations, is alfo 
another argument to prove the neceffity of 
conftant prayer. The Temptation may be 
changed, but is never quite removed. 
Whilft we are in the world we are ftill on 
trial and duty. We have many enemies 
near at hand, always bufy and urgent upon 
us, fo that we had need to watch and pray. 
A man's table is a fnare to him, his wealth 
an occafion of falling 3 he is often betrayed 
into excefs, when he fufped:s. no danger ; 
if full of bufinefs, he is expofed to irreli- 
gion, covetoufnefs, and anger ; if inclined 
to company, he is eafily feduced to evil 
fpeaking ; he hath his tongue to bridle, his. 
appetites and paflions to manage, and to 
preferve himfelf from the temptations of 
foolifh mirth, uncharitable cenfures, and 
all the vices of converfation. 

Laftly, we have our own depraved na- 

|:-ure to ftruggle with. Our outward fenfes 
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arc ever ready toilet in Temptation, our 
ipiagination to entertain it, and our reafon 
not ftrong enough to refift it. We are alio 
befet with a fubtle and malicious adverfary, 
who goeth about like a roaring lion, fcek^- 
ing" whom he may devour ; his approaches 
jire fly ajid imperc<?ptible ; he is bufy about 
us, when we think not of him. We are 
doing his work and confenting to his fug- 
geftions, when we only fuppofe ourfelves 
to be gratifying an unreafonable appetite, 
to pleafe a companion, or falfe friend. On 
all thefe accounts then, it behoves us to 
pray in gopd eajneft, that we may not be 
led into Temptation, but delivered from 
Evil; and this brings me to obferye, lafUy, 
what qualifications are neceifary to make 
us fincerc in praying to be delivered frpij^ 
Temptation. And thefe are, to have amo^ 
jieft an4 humble opinion of ouKelves, to 
be fenfible of the dangers, difficijlties, and 
pur own inability to prevail againft them*^ 
without the fpecial grace of Gqd. We 
piuft alfo have a firm belief and truft n> 
the grace and providence of Qpd, acknow^ 

Jedgmg 
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icdging that he governs and over-rules all 
things; that the courfe of this world i$ 
not merely conduced by natural cauics, and 
the free-will of man ; but that God always 
can, and fometimes does interpofe, to alter 
the courfe of nature, and the inclinations 
of free agents, for the benefit of the good, 
^nd the punifhment of the wicked* 

Laftly, we muft be moft willing and de- 
lirous to keep innocence, and to do the 
thing that is right ; othcrwife we do not, in 
|;oodearneft, defire the concurrence of God's 
providence and grace to this purpofe. And 
this our fincerity we ihould exprefs by a 
jgeneral care of doing all we can to contri- 
bute towards its more particularly in not 
encouraging evil thoughts and imaginations, 
which tend to corrupt our wills and affec- 
tions, and to make them break out into 
practice. He that plays with wanton, am- 
bitious, or covetous fancies, is afting for 
jthe Devil againft himfelf. To be often 
jchinking on the riches and advantages of 
jtapther, is the beginning of envy. We 

arc 
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are therefore to watch and pray, that wc 
enter not into Temptation, and the man 
who will not watch over himfelf, is not fit 
to pray that God would watch over him. 

We muft alfo be careful to avoid all 
Temptation to fin as much as poflible, and 
every thing that v^ill make bur duty diffi- 
cult. If we do not ourfelves carefully avoid 
Temptation, how can we defire God to 
keep us from it. Every man fhould con- 
fider in what infliances he is mofl: likely to 
be tempted. This, upon an examination 
of our paft actions we may cafily find. For 
if we are ignorant of our own temper, yet 
we may eafily know what our practice has 
been, and from thence learn what thofe 
temptations and occafions of fin are, which 
we fliould principally fhun. To refled: on 
our pafl: converfation, cannot indeed undo 
what has happened, but it may prevent 
the like for the future, by rendering- us 
more cautious and vigilant. And he who 
doth not ferioufly endeavour to know his 
greatefl: danger, and how to avoid it, fpeaks 

words 
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words at random, when he defires God to 
deliver him from Temptation. 

To conclude ; in all the prayers we offer 
to God for any bleffing or good thing in 
behalf of ourfelves or others, it is thereby 
implied that we promife God to contribute 
all that we can towards their being effefted ; 
and therefore, if we do not perform what 
we fo promife, our prayer is no better than 
that of a hypocrite ; whereas, if we do, 
we may reft aflured, that God will not 
fuffer us to be tempted above that we are 
able to bear, but that, with the Tempta- 
tion, he will alfo make a way for us to 
efcape. 

Now' to God the Father, &c. 



SERMON X- 



IP or thine is the kingdom^ and the power ^ and 
the glory ^ for ever and ever. Amen. 



TTAVING firtifhcd what I intended 
XJL on the former part of the Lord's 
Prayer, I am now to difcourfe on the 
Conclufion, which contains firft, a doxo- 
logy, or folemn giving glory to God, thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
gloiry for ever ; and fecondly, an expreffion 
of our full approbation of, and hearty con-^ 
fent to the whole prayer, in the word. 
Amen. I ihall therefore explain the mean- 
ing of thefe words, and fhew what fenfc 
we ought to have in our minds, when we 
B b cxprefs 
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exprefs them ; and then obferve what duties 
we m^y learn, and are inftrufted in, by the 
ufe thereof. 

Thefe words may be underftood as a re- 
cognition and acknowledgment of the 
greatnefs and majefty of God, and may be 
thus paraphrafed. We heartily acknow- 
ledge thy fupreme dominion over us, and 
the whole world; we adore and worfliip 
thee as the great King,, the Sovereign Lord 
of all. We alfo humbly admire and praife 
that infinite power, ^ whereby thou go- 
verncft the world, and ordereft all the 
affairs of it according to thine own plea- 
fure; and we give thee the glory of thy 
Greatnefs and Power, f9r all the good thou 
doft to any, efpecially for what thou be- 
ftowcft on us : arid laftly, we hereby ac- 
knowledge that God is unchangeable, that 
he ever was, and will be, as great, power- 
ful, and glorious as he now is, being in- 
finitely and eternally the fame, yefterday^ 
to-day and for ever. 

Wc 
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We may al0 ^iinderftand thefe words as 
affigning fome reafons inducing us to afk, 
and God to grant us our feveral requefts ; 
and the coftnedtion between thefe words, 
and the foregoing petition by the word For, 
feems to favour this interpretation. And 
then the full fenfe that we ought to have 
in our minds, when we fay this Conclufion 
of the Lord's Prayer, will be thus. 

And having now offered op our Petitions 
for what we want, it is but fit that wc 
fhould alfo render thee our praife and thanks 
for what we have received. Wc therefore 
acknowledge that thou art a great King, 
whom we ought to worfhip with the loweft 
reverence, and that thy Power is infinite 
to grant what we have requefted. Wc 
confefs that thy Glory is above all, and 
humbly defire that thou mayeft be glori- 
fied in all things. Laftly we acknowledge, 
that thy kingdom, power, and glory are 
for ever, eternal and immutable ; and there- 
fore wc win at all times put our whole 
B b 2 truft 
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truft in thcc, becaufe thou canft never 
fail us. 

From this form of praife being added by 
our Lord, to that form of Prayer which he 
hath taught us to ufe, we may learn, that 
it is always our duty to join to our prayers 
for what we want, our praifes and thankf- 
givings alfo for the mercies that we have 
received, with joyful acknowledgments of 
his majefly, greatnefs and bounty; that 
we fhould pray without ceafing, and in 
every thing give thanks, and by prayer and 
fupplication with thankfgiving let our re- 
quefts be made known unto God. And in 
particular from the firft claufc of this dox- 
ology, for thine is the kingdom, we are 
reminded that it is our duty in all things to 
fubmit to the will of God, and to refign 
ourfelves to his difpofal, he having fove^? 
reign dominion over all. 

From the fecond claufe of it, thine is 
the power, we fhould learn that it is our 
4uty, in all ftraits and difficulties to apply 

fpr 
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for his grace to help, dire6t, and fupport 
us, and in all our dangers and Wants to rely 
on his Almighty Power, to relieve and de- 
liver us. 

From the third claufe of it, thine is the 
glory, we are taught to dire6t all our ac- 
tions to his Glory, to whom we here ac- 
knowledge that all Glory is due. According 
to the Apoftle therefore, whether ye eat 
or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do all to the 
Glory of God. 

Laftly, from that eternity which we here 
acknowledge in all the divine attributes and 
perfections, we are taught to worfliip God 
eontinually, to praife him evermore, and 
p give divine honours to none befides him; 
becaufe he is God from everlafting to ever- 
lafting, the only God, and will not give 
his Glory to another. 

As to the word Amen, it fignifies verily, 
truly, or the like ; a phrafe often ufed by 
^ijr Saviour at the beginning of his fpeeches, 

to 
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to engage the attention of his hearers to 
what he was going to fay. This being the 
proper meaning of the word Amen, the 
defign of adding it at the conclufion of any 
difcourfe, is to affirm what had been before 
faid, thereby declaring our approbation and 
confent thereto. Thus when we repeat the 
Creed, we fay Amen ; where it fignifies fo 
it is, this is the true Faith, or all this I 
ftedfaftly believe. And in like manrnsr is 
the word ufed, in the Commination ordered 
to be read on the firft day of Lent. 

When we fay Amen at the end of the 
Creed, or any profeffion of our belief, it 
means the fame as if we repeated over again 
all that profeffion of our Faith, which we 
had before made in feveral words and fcn^ 
tences, and is a frefh declaration of our con- 
fent to fuch articles of our Belief. But 
when the word Amen, is joined to the end 
of a Prayer, as here, it then means to ex- 
prefs our wifh and defire that what we have 
requefled may be granted. Thus when our 
Lord faid, furely I am come quickly, the 

Apoftle 
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Apoftle immediately adds. Amen, even fo, 
come Lord Jefus ; that is, rpay it be as thou 
haft promifed ; and of the like ufe is this 
word when added at the end of thofe bene- 
dictions, wherewith moft of the Epiftles 
in the New Teftament are concluded. 

If therefore a Prayer is faid by one, and 
Amen added to it, is faid by another, as is 
common in our publick prayers, where the 
minifter only fpeaks, and the people fay 
Amen, then it fignifies their confent to, 
and concurrence with the whole prayer ut- 
tered by the minifter ; and is the fame as 
when in the Litany we befeech God to 
hear us ; but if Amen is faid by the fame 
perfon who fpeaks the Prayer, as when we 
add it to our private devotions, then Amen 
is a repitition in one word, of all that has 
been before faidjn the Prayer j 'tis a frefh' 
breathing forth of all thofe pious defires 
and affections of the mind, that had been 
before more largely expreffed. Thus much 
for the meaning of the word Amen. 

And 
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And as we are here taught by our Lor<i 
himfelf to add this word at the end of our 
prayers, to teftify our confent thereto, it 
from hence plainly appears, that all publick 
prayers ought to be exprefled in fuch a lan- 
guage and ftile^ as that all may underftand 
them ; or otherwife they cannot fay Amen, 
as it means their approving of, and giving 
a rational confent thereto* It is therefore 
highly expedient, nay, abfolutely neceffary 
for the edification of the Church, that the 
publick prayers which are intended for the 
ufc of all, ihould be fuited to the capaci- 
ties of all, and be as plain, eafy, and fa- 
miliar as poffible, not only carefully avoid-* 
ing all high flights, rhetorical figures, and 
flouriflies, but all fuch words as are not of 
very eafy meaning, and common ufe. In 
a word, the publick Prayers (hould be like 
thofe of our Church ; the words common, 
the ftile eafy, the fentences fhort, the whole 
phrafe and compofure fuited to the meaneft 
capacity ; and in* general is a great advan- 
tage which premeditated Prayers have over 
fuch as are conceived extempore, fince he 

that 
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that makes a prayer for publick ufe, takes 
time to ftudy plainnefs and perfpicuity, 
which het hat prays extempore cannot do. 

But above all^ it is manifeftly moft ab- 
furd, that the publick Prayers in which all 
are to join, fhould be in an unknown tongue, 
in a language not und^rftood perhaps by 
one. in twenty in the whole congregation. 
The moft ridiculous folly of this is fuffi- 
ciently expofed by St. Paul, and among 
other arguments by this; that no mancaa 
rationally fay Amen to a prayer uttered in 
an unknown tongue. I will, fays he, pray 
with the fpirit, and with the underftand- 
ing alfo; I will fing with the fpirit, and 
with the underftanding alfo; elfe when 
thou Ihalt blefs with the fpirit, how fhall 
he that occupieth the room of the un- 
learned fay Amen, at the giving of thanks, 
feeing he underftands not what thou fayefti 
for thou verily who underftandeft the lan- 
guage thou fpeakeft in, giveft thanks well, 
but the other — he who underftands it not 
"-is not edified* But when we fay Amen 
C c to 
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to any prayer we addrefs to God, it is fupt-f 
pofed that we both underftood ai^d gave 
attention to what went before, fince we 
thereby give our confent to, and declare 
our approbation of it. But how can we 
do that, unlefs we attend to what is faid? 

By the word Amen therefore, we arc 
inftrudted in another duty, namely, that 
when we are at Prayer, to keep our mind 
to our buiinefs, diligently to attend to what 
we arc about, to avoid if pofiible aU wan<<t 
dering thoughts, to be duly zffe63ted with 
every part of that prayer, we either fpeak 
ourfelves, or hear pronounced by the mi-« 
nifler in our names ; and to have fuch 
thoughts and deiires in our minds throi^h^ 
out the whole o£Bce, as the words we then 
fpeak do import and iignify. For unlej& 
we thus attend to what we fay> our fervicc 
will be oi>ly lip-worfhip, neither accepta-' 
bleto God, nor profitable to ourielves. 
But if in our minds we give fuch confent 
to every petition we offer up, as is fit and 
proper for us to give, then the word Amen 

at 
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tt the end of all, uttered with fervency 
and devotion,, will fully comprehend the 
whole prayer ; and we fliall repeat in one 
devout breath, as much as we prayed for 
ip. the whole office. 

Having thus gone through every part of 
the Lord's Prayer, I fliall make but one 
general obfervation, that the whole is fo 
framed and contrived, as to ferve both for 
an expfeffion of our devotion to God, and 
an inftruftion to ourfelves; that the iatne 
words which teach us what to requeft of 
God, alfo inftrud us in our duty, and cx^ 
cite us to the performance of it ; fo that 
its frequent ufe muft be of Angular benefit 
and advantage to us. But then it is ^ cer-- 
tain truth, that as no wicked man, who 
continues in his wickednefs; can fay this 
prayer with good attention and ferious de- 
votion, {6 every good perfqn who doth fay 
it in that mariner, mufl: needs by natural 
efficacy, as well as by the divine grace and 
bleffing, be rendered much better by the 
C c 2 uf 
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ufe thereof. For a wicked mm continuing 
fuchy cannot have thofe inward afFedions 
of mind towards God, that the words of 
this prayer do exprefs, nor yet any hearty 
defire to obtain what he requefts of God, 
becaufe fuch devout afFedions and holy de- 
fires are diredlly contrary to, and incon- 
fiftent with the love and praftice of Sin. 
For how can he prefume to call upon God 
in prayer, who in works denies him ? How 
can he with holy devotion call God his 
Father, who hath fold himfelf to the 
Devil to work wickednefs, and continual!/ 
exercifes himfelf therein ? For whofoever 
is born of God finncth not ; but he that is 
begotten of God keepeth himfelf pure, 
and that wicked one tducheth him not. 
How can he fay to God with true devotion, 
hallowed be thy name, who difhonours 
him in his whole life ? how can he be fe- 
rious in defiring the holy name of God may 
be fandified by all, who is himfelf conti- 
nually profaning and blafpheming it by 
wicked oaths and horrid imprecations? hovr 

can 
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can he pray heartily that the kingdom of 
God may be eftabliflied in the world, who 
will not himfelf be ruled and governed by 
him ? muft not his heart give his tongue 
the lye, while he fays with his mouth, thy 
kingdom come, but in his heart fays unto 
God, depart from us, what is the Al- 
mighty that we fhould ferve him, and what 
profit ihould we have if we pray unto him? 
hoyr can a man fay with true and fervent 
devotion, thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven, who continually oppofes and 
refifts thd divine will, who neither fubmits 
to the providence of God, nor obeys his 
precepts, but is abominable and difobedi- 
ent, and to every good work reprobate ? 
Indeed in the petition, give us this day our 
daily bread, there is nothing as to the mat- 
ter but what a wicked man may agree to^ 
for he may and often doth more earneftly 
defire the things of this life than the good 
man. But then as to the manner of de- 
iiring them, he can no more utter this pe- 
tition with true devotion, than any of the 

former 
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former; becaiife he doth not depend on 
God, nor exped: thofe things from his 
bkffing, but from his own induftry and 
cunning ; for if he regarded them as divine 
bleffings, he would not acquire them by 
fraud and injuftice, extortion and oppref- 
fion. Nor can the wicked man with truo 
devotion fay, forgive us our trefpaffes, for 
though pardon of fins is what he wants^ 
and ought earneftly to wifli God would 
grant, yet it is abfurd to imagine, he would 
dffer up any petition to God, the matter of 
which he himfelf knows is highly unrea-r 
fonable 3 and what can be more unreafon- 
able or unfit for God to grant, or more 
profane and j^refundting in any to afk, than 
that he would pardon Bh uhrepenting fin- 
ner. To afk this of God is the fan^ as to 
defire him to abrogate all his holy laws,^ 
and to grant us a licenfe to tranfgrefs thi^m. 
As little can a wicked man firicerely pray, 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil p for as every mati jis tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own luft, 

this 
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ihis is what the wicked man chufes^ h^ 
gives himfelf up to Im own heart's lufts^ 
and delights to follow his wkked imagi^ 
nations, ib that to pr^y againil temptatioib 
i^ to pray againft himfelf^ and therefore ha 
cannot be hearty in this petition^ unleis w« 
fuppo& what is invpoiEble;^ that a man 
ihould at the fame time love and hate^ 
chufe and refufe the fame things. Laflly^ 
when fuch an one fays, for thine is th# 
kingdom^ and the power and the glory for 
ever, which is both an acknowledgement 
of the infinite and adorable perfections of 
God, and giving him the praife and glory 
due unto him, how can it be fuppoied his 
heart (hould go along with his words, when 
at the fame time it appears by the whole 
courfe and tenor of his wicked life, that 
he neither owns the fovereign dominion oi 
God, dreads his power^ nor f^eks hid 
^lory. 

Thus it is very evident that a wicked 
man, continuing fuch, cannot fay thia 

prayer 
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prayer or any one petition in it, with good 
attention and fervent devotion ; nor can he 
have fuch inward afFedions of mind towards . 
God» as the words exprefs, nor any hearty 
defire to obtain thofe things which he feems 
to requeft pf God ; for if he had, he would 
ibon become a better man. Whereas every 
good man by ufing this prayer, muft natu- 
rally be rendered better. Since when he 
calls on God as his Father, he is reminded 
of that filial love and duty which he owes 
him ; when he prays that God*s name may 
be hallowed, his own mind mufl: then alio 
be filled with an awful reverence towards 
him 5 when he fays thy kingdom come, he is 
at the fame time admoniflied to feek firft the 
kingdom of God, and his righteoufnefs ; 
when he fays thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven, he is then taught his 
own duty humbly to refign himfelf to God's 
pleafure, and with all readinefs and chear- 
fulnefs to obey his commands. When he 
prays for his daily bread, he exercifes aa 
aft ef truft in God's providence, and is 

cautioned 
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cautioned not to ufq any means to procure 
the good things of this life, but what he 
hath reafon to expert for God*s bleffing 
upon. When he begs of God forgivenefs 
of his fins, this petition muft be grounded 
on the teftimony of his own confcience> 
that he is truly penitent, and doth adtually 
exercife fuch mercy and charity towards 
thofe who have offended him, as Godhatlv 
made the condition of his being pardoned. 
When he defires of God not to be led into 
temptation, if his requeft is fincere, he 
will carefully avoid thofe dangers, which 
he earneftly prays to be delivered from. 
Laftly, when he gives glory to God, by a 
folemn acknowledgment of the divine per- 
fections, faying thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory for ever, if he is 
really affedted with what he expreffes, every 
time he devoutly repeats thcfe words, hi* 
love to God will be increafed, his faith 
ftrengthened, and his obedience confirmed. 

To conclude ; fuch being the excellency 

of this Prayer, fuch the advantages of our 

D d fincerely 



2o^ S E R M O N X- 

lincerely repeating it, what remains, but 
that, as the blelTed Jefus, in compaffion to 
our infirmities, hath taught us how to pray, 
fo ihould we moft earneftly implore his 
holy Spirit to aflift us in Prayer, that by 
always pronouncing thefe words with at-- 
tention and fervent devotion, we may 
thereby obtain his gracious promifc, liiat 
whatfoever we afk the Father in his name, 
he will give us, that the Father may be 
glorified in his fon. 

Now to God the Father, &c* 
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